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Above: Collaboration between traditional Khmer
dance performers and the Japanese modern dance
group in the motif of Man’yo-shu, on March 30",
2011

Below: Dancing apsaras (female angels) on the
bas-relief of Bayon
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Nara National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties has carried an interchange programme
with the Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts in
Cambodia since 2010. The main purpose of this
programme is for cooperative research and capacity
building workshop at the sites of Lonveck and Udong,
At the same time, we conduct various activities
regarding academic and cultural exchanges. In
March 2011, we organized a workshop for safe-
guarding cultural heritage at Nara, and discuss on
the values not only of tangible but also of intangible
cultural heritage such as oral traditions, music and
dances.

In this time, some events for cultural exchange
between Cambodia and Japan took place. A concert of
traditional Cambodian music was held at the Nara
Palace Site Museum on March 25t and Cambodian
students under training course of the Nara Institute
were participating and performing Cambodian dance,
with ancient Japanese costumes. On March 30th, a
workshop was held, in collaboration with experts of
traditional dance from Cambodian delegates and a
Japanese group of creative dance in the motif of
Man’yo-shu (poetry anthology in the 8th century).

Cambodian traditional arts had once been on the
verge of extinction by persecution in the regime of
Khmer Rouge, but been rising from the ash along
with the rehabilitation process of the country. The
civilization of Angkor did not record any written
history, with the exception of Sanskrit inscriptions on
monuments. However, the history was handed down
to next generations in the form of oral traditions and
songs. Therefore, safeguarding intangible cultural
heritage is also an important issue for Cambodian
culture, as well as tangible cultural heritage like
monuments and sites.
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A concert took place at the Nara Palace Site Museum on March 25", 2011, performed by
the delegates from the Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts in Cambodia and Cambodian
students under the training course of the Nara Institue.
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