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| ocal communities and the Angkor sites
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A pious family of local residents offering prayer at Western Prasat Top
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A herd of water buffalos enjoy a relax time inside the archaeological site of Angkor

Nowadays, we can see a large mount of tourists in
Angkor from all over the world. While we survey at
Western Prasat Top, we often see villagers, not
tourists, who walk along the small road in the forest
near by Western Prasat Top. They are villagers
who are going to visit Buddhist temples inside of
Angkor Thom, and who try to sell souvenir for
tourists in monuments. Some of villagers visit
Western Prasat Top for their Buddhist ceremony.
There are villages near by Angkor Thom and West
Baray and the monuments have various
significance and function for villagers.

“Angkor” is the area where is 400 square kilo
meter area in Siem Reap province, including
Angkor monument complex. The area is divided
into five zones according to the law in 1994. Zone 1
and Zone 2 are core zones which are protected with
the greatest caution. And 102 villages are located
inside of Zone 1 and 2, estimated 120,000 people
live in the area (as of 2008).

Angkor is World Heritage site where try to
conserve not only monument but also local
landscape with local communities. People’s life in
Angkor is deeply connected with formation of
landscape in Angkor. Monuments are part of their
living environment, a sanctuary and their history
itself. On the other hand, those monuments are the
world heritage at global level and it is a symbol of
the nation at national level. Administration body in
Angkor, APSARA National Authority, faces on
various difficulties like over population, tourism
industry, garbage problem, and so on. While it is
necessary to conserve monuments, we also should
keep balance between development of villages and
monument conservation.
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