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Encounter in the Research
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In archaeological research, a finding is always

a new discovery; however, occasionally we
encounter an unexpected object.

On January 2014, we recovered a bizarre stone
statue representing “old woman” from the
bottom of the lower platform of the Southern
Sanctuary. The statue

expressions of sagging breast and partly opened

shows  realistic
mouth with no teeth. These expressions are
absolutely different from those of other kind of
statue such as Buddha and deities. Moreover,
such a realistic figure is quite scarce in Angkor.

The statue has an L-shaped concaved portion
for joint. This suggests that it was originally a
part of building component.

We will pursue research on this unique statue
of “old woman”, looking for similar examples to
identify its style in the chronology of art history.
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Postscript: Dr. Polkinghorne (Sydney University)
suggested that a motif of old women can be seen in
Hinduism.
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Above: Statue of “old woman” unearthen from the bottom of the
lower platform of the Southern Sanctuary
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Left: Excavated situation of the statue (view from the northeast)
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A sema stone recovered from the Southern Sanctuary

during its dismantlement

FATA B OfRRTIL, T ORARLISMT bk~
RERBHY E Lz, ZOOEDFBHINZY
—VHDFERTT,

i 2R T 5 B8O 5 LWL o0 tho
BN LERSNZLOTHS LIS E L
B, RO THERO Y —~ARROh-7-Z &1
EEINET, Y—~RIZEERLHDOT 7 A
FREIC LS RONDERT, FHROMME L R/IEE
icRE s RG] EEBEZDNTVET, B
FEOVE by 7HEBNCBFEL, BEHIHT T A
(LT 7 R) OBFEIZE bhoTREINZD
DEBZBNET,

— IS —~EE, T a— L OFRICE
B2 ZEIIRT, 7T AFBRDEITT HHRA b -
Tra— il o THEILRDLEZONTE
F Lz, L LAEIOFR RN 5, i 5 0 BRELLLAT
ORI —~ABMMEDIL TV Z LB HER =
F3, 20 LiE, Ty a— AT BT B A
HOREBEHEMRT L ETO, KERFNRNLV IR
HEEZLONET,

Beside the discovery of “old woman”, we have
uncovered a number of findings in the
dismantlement of the Southern Sanctuary.
Finding of reused sema stones is one of the
discoveries.

We have revealed that some members of the
Southern Sanctuary were reused stones from
another building. Among them, it should be
noted that a number of sema stones were reused
in the construction. Sema stones are a common
component of terrace temple for Theravada
Buddhism, and generally positioned at every
corner and north, south, east and west of a
temple precinct as “boundary stones”. Sema
stones are still in existence at the present
Western Prasat Top, that are likely to have been
erected when the Eastern Terrace (Buddhism
terrace) was constructed.

It has generally been considered that the use
of sema stones became popular in Post-Angkor
period when many terrace temples were
constructed, while it was not in common in
Angkor period. However, our finding suggests
that these sema stones were used at a certain
place before the time of construction of the
Southern Sanctuary. This has a significant
implication for understanding the rise of

Theravada Buddhism in the later part of Angkor
period.
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Sema stones used as a member of the Southern Sanctuary (left) and the existing sema stones
at the site. Note that the forms (e.g. shape of the head) are different from each other.
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