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Column: Monuments of the late Angkor period
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The buildings of Western Prasat Top today
were repaired during the 13th to 14th centuries,
referred to as the post-Bayon period. As this
period corresponds to the last years of the
Angkor, only few of the Angkor monuments were
built during this period. There are still many
unknowns to solve, but some of the monuments
that were built or modified during this period are
introduced below.

First is the Mangalartha, frequently called
Eastern Prasat Top. Its appearance is likened to
the Central Sanctuary of Western Prasat Top
standing alone. It worships the Brahmin priest
Mangalartha, who died in the 13th century at
the age of 104, and differs from Western Prasat
Top in that bas reliefs depict Visnu and other
Hindu motifs, while Western Prasat Top 1is
mainly themed on Theravada Buddhism.

Preah Pithu was intermittently constructed
between the 12th to 14th centuries, and is
composed of a number of buildings. Among them,
“Sanctuary X” displays elements of Theravada
Buddhism such as Buddha images and Sema
stones (boundary stones). A South Korean
research team is scheduled to commence a
survey research here in the near future.

Preah Palilay is believed to have been built at
the end of the 12th century or the beginning of
the 13th century, and its eastern gopura displays
Buddha images embodying the characteristics of
Theravada Buddhism. A wooden temple stands
on the terrace projecting out from the front of the
monument, and is used as a Buddhist terrace.

In the east of Preah Palilay is another terrace
temple called Tep Pranam. It is said that Tep
Pranam was originally built in the 9th century
as a Buddhist temple, but was modified after the
post-Bayon period as the Theravada Buddhist
terrace temple that is seen today.

As with Western these
monuments provide important clues to clarifying

Prasat Top,
the temple constructions and changes in religion
during the Angkor period of decline. In addition
to studying the Western Prasat Top monument,
we hope to also pursue comparative studies with
such abovementioned monuments.
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Mangalartha (Eastern Prasat Top) Sanctuary X of Preah Pithu Group
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Preah Palilay: Main Sanctuary (left) and Buddhist terrace (right)
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