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South First Row Street, Nara Capital

This is a view from the west of South First Row Street
detected in excavation within the grounds of the Nara
National Research Institute for Cultural Properties. In
front of the temporary office structure are the remains
of the Sacki Gate, the central gate on the western side
of the Nara palace, from which extend the northern
and southern side gutters of the street, along with
north-south gutters linking these by cutting across the
road surface, all found in a good state of preservation.

South First Row Street was built after scrupu-
lously reclaiming an old riverbed of a branch of the
Akishino river (the dark portion extending from bot-
tom left to upper right in the photo) using a special
technique called fascine paving (using tied bundles
of sticks to strengthen an earthwork). With regard
to the reconstruction of the Institute’s office build-
ing, a change has been made in the plan in order to
preserve the South First Row Street features.
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