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Banner Feature of the First Year of the Taih6 Era (701)

This is a view of the banner feature discovered in ex-
cavation of the Fujiwara palace State Halls Compound,
as seen from the south. The red pillars at the center of
the image indicate the southern gate of the Imperial
Audience Hall Compound, and the grove of trees to
the rear is the Imperial Audience Hall itself. The three
newly discovered large post holes just south of the
southern gate comprise seven such items together with
the four confirmed in excavation No. 153 (on the right
side of the image). These seven post holes are thought
to be a feature related to the seven banners erected at
the “main gate” for the ceremonial New Year’s greetings
to the emperor in the first year of the Taih6 era (701).
The single item on the central axis of the palace (center,
front) is reconstructed as the banner of the crow, with
those of the sun, Seiryl and Suzaku to the east (right
side of the photo), and those of the moon, Genbu and
Byakko to the west (left side of the photo), placed in

triangular fashion.
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