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National Treasure “Mokkan Excavated at the Heijo Palace

Protected by groundwater from the advance of
erosion and just barely surviving, fragile mokkan
(wooden documents) are kept soaked in water when
first recovered, but ultimately are processed to pre-
pare them for preservation for the future. However,
as they are sensitive to changes in temperature and
humidity even after conservation, at the Institute
they are kept in storage in an environment of around
20 °C temperature and 60% humidity, and stored in
chests or boxes of paulownia wood, which is superior
for preservation.

The photo shows seven items, placed in a paulow-
nia box, from the group of mokkan designated a Na-
tional Treasure in September 2017. From the right is
the so-called “temple requisition mokkan” (the first
mokkan registered for the Nara palace), two baggage
tags for salt from the ancient province of Wakasa
bearing the same message but of different shapes, a
work summons from the Sake-making Office, the
scroll axle of a register of goods bestowed from the
Imperial Domicile (top) and a label for a portion of
seaweed (bottom), and a baggage tag for wheat from
the ancient province of Tanba.
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