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Walled Cities of Baekje, Silla and Japan in the Seventh Century

Ozawa Tsuyoshi

Abstract: In the wake of defeat in the battle of Baekgang, refugees from Baekje contributed
significantly to the work, carried out under threat of attack from Tang China and Silla, of reinforcing
the defense systems in northern Kyushu and Setouchi. Similar conditions prevailed at the capitals
of Asuka and Omi, where technology of the Baekje refugees is inferred to have been used in
building local defensive systems of palace walls, beacon fire stations, and hill forts. Accordingly,
these refugees’ thorough knowledge of the shape and defensive mechanisms of Sabi, the royal
capital of Baekje, doubtless had great impact. On the other hand, the Fujiwara capital was built at
a time when Japan had abandoned intervention in the Korean peninsula and severed diplomatic
relations with Tang, while concentrating on the establishment of a centralized state based on the
ritsuryo legal system. To that end the Fujiwara capital, unattended by traditional facilities for local
defense, served to showcase the authority of the ritsuryo state with the emperor at its pinnacle.
Based on this underlying concept, even though the period of its construction up to the time of the
move to the Fujiwara capital coincided with one in which close diplomatic ties were maintained
between Japan and Silla, the Fujiwara capital differs from the royal capital of Silla in many aspects of
form and principles of design, and no relationship of direct influence can be recognized between the
two. Whereas Silla eagerly sought diplomatic ties with Japan as part of its policy for resisting Tang,
this fostered a Japanese view of Silla as a vassal nation, one which aimed at establishing a Chinese
style hua-yi (tributary) system in miniature, with Japan at the center. Accordingly, in building the new
capital as a stage upon which to flaunt its majesty both at home and abroad, modeling Fujiwara after
the Silla capital is hard to imagine. Rather, the pattern which Japan sought to realize domestically

should be understood as none other than a Chinese walled city.

Keywords: Baekgang, Asuka, Omi, defense systems, Fujiwara capital, walled cities, Tang dynasty,

Baekje, Silla, royal capitals
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