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Basic Line and Measure of The Silla Capital’s Road Maintenance

Hwang, In-Ho

Abstract: Wolseong, the royal palace and center of Silla’s capital city, began to take on the basic
trappings of a capital fortress dung the late 5th century(9th year of the Mapgan Soji, 487) as its status
as the kingdom’s political and military center was increasingly emphasized. It was also during this
period that post stations connecting the center and outlying regions were installed, administrative
units were established, and local military-style governors were dispatched to strengthen the center’s
control over the pephery. Dung the 6th century, Silla undertook institutional reforms that included
the reorganization of the central bureaucracy and the promulgation of administrative laws(520),
reforms which were taken as part of its wider efforts to establish a state governance structure. Also,
been organized that the abandonment of the traditional urban structure based on the yukbu (six
political divisions) in favor of the new concepts of a capital fortress system (Doseongje) and an
institutional mechanism known as the block and village-based administrative system (Bang) designed
to bring about a centralized state. However, in the case of Silla, the noble strength of the existing
power group revolving around the political entities known as the yukbu (six political divisions) acted
as an obstacle to efforts to construct a new palace or build a new capital city via the relocation of the
existing capital. This particular power arrangement also greatly complicated attempts to reorganize
the capital city. Therefore, urban organization efforts were dung the early stages limited to smaller
core areas such as Wolseong. It was only dung its heyday that Silla was finally able to develop the
features of a capital city, a process which involved several gradual expansion plans. The records
contained in the (Samguksagi ( ZH %52 , History of the Three Kingdoms)) which relate how the
term Bang(block and village) came to be employed in the capitalcity from the 12th year of Mapgan
or King Jabi(469) onwards have drawn much attention from researchers interested in the peod
in which Silla’s capital city was reorganized. As no archeological mateals which could prove that
urban planning was carried out in Gyeongju during the 5th century have to date been uncovered,
the conclusion has been reached that thee stablishment of the ri or bangri system which occurred
during the reign of King Jabi did not come about as part of a structuralized effort to reorganize the
administrative system amidst a wider campaign for urban development within the capital city. The
full features of such blocks were first revealed including the eastern part of the Hwangryong Temple

site. Since then, subsequent excavations in various areas of the capital have revealed that nounified
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structure or size existed for such administrative units. there is general agreement that this block unit
was the smallest administrative unit within the capital of Silla. In this regard, this unit is believed to
correspond to the ‘bang’ element of the bang and ri identified in historical documents. Silla's 360(or
1,360 bang) corresponds to the will of the record that are considered. From when construct(Mid 6th
century), The early stage of this process saw urban development be carried out on a limited scale
in the Hwangryong Temple area. That being the case, was the squaral grid form's spatial partition
method based on Goguryeo cheok(about 33.5cm), 460 cheok(163.3m) discovered at Wolseong and
Hwangryong Temple applied to the overall area of Gyeongju In the aftermath of the unification of
the three kingdoms, the capital city was expanded and reorganized on at least two occasions. Such
efforts to increase the scale of the capital city were motivated by factors such as the increases in the
population occasioned by the growing number of subjugated kingdoms, and the natural development
of the state. The first expansion of the city was stronghold the northern palace(Jeonrangjiin
Seongdong-dong). In Step 2, Step 1 on how the maintenance area the size of comparison road site
reduced from 60 to 40 squaral grid form of the method is applied. Lastly, after the 8th century
widely regarded asthehey day of Silla, reduced-scale urban areas began to expand toward the
outskirts of the capitalcity. Simultaneously, transformed spatial partitions created in accordance with
geographical conditions were in some instances employed as part of efforts to heighten land use.
Here, space dissection method was applied that the basic way 450 cheok(159.75m) from east to west

and 350 cheok(124.25m) from south to north.

Keywords: Silla Capital, Bangri System, Urban planning, Basic Line, Goguryeo cheok
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