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Comparative Study of Production Systems of Roof Tiles
for Buddhist Temples in Korea and Japan in the Eighth Century

Hayashi Masanori

Abstract: In Japan, special offices called zojishi were set up to supervise construction whenever
state-sponsored temples were established. Although the activities of each office varied with the
historical background and development of the temple concerned, on the whole they may be seen as
maintaining some independence from the production system for roof tiles for the Nara palace, and to
have developed in uniquely differing ways. But once the Todaiji Construction Office was established
in the latter half of the Nara period, its influence clearly reached not only every other temple but also
later work done on the Nagaoka and Heian capitals. For Buddhist temples on the Korean peninsula,
however, in comparison with Japan not only was a great variety of styles of roof tiles in use, but the
general practice of using specific styles of round and flat eave tiles in sets was also not seen. But in
the latter half of the eighth century, temples appeared showing tiles used in sets, and some kind of
change in the system for tile production may be indicated. Considerable variety has been pointed
out for the Geumjang-ri kiln as well, and differences from the Japanese mode of tile production
are visible. From a comparison of the two regions, the considerable effects in Japan still exerted
by conditions prior to the establishment of state-sponsored temples, and in the Gyeongju area of
Korea, the strong influence on its tile production mode from the Baekje system that was its source,
are indicated as reasons why these differences came about. As the result, ways of thinking about

standardizing the patterns of eaves tiles came to diverge greatly between the two regions.

Keywords: Zgjishi (Temple Construction Office), roof tile kilns, sets of flat and round eave roof tiles,

temple roof tile production system (multiple kilns, multiple temples)
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