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An Investigation on Appearance and Significance of Silla Short
Beating Plain Roof Tiles
- Classification and characteristics of arc-shaped beating and transverse beating -

Cha, Soon-Chul

Abstract: The short beating plate tiles with the inscription of uibongsagaeto (4 BVUEE 1) are
considered most important for the study of Silla roof tiles and have an absolute age of 679 years.
This study considers the time when earlier tiles appeared by comparing cases of unearthing,
beating methods and tile manufacturing methods of tiles excavated from Silla capital area in the
course of excavation investigation. Comparing of relics in Gyeongju, Gyeongsan, Andong and
Ulsan,where plain rooftiles were excavated, suggest that short beating plate tiles were made
before AD679 in Gyeongju area, and medium beating plate tiles were made from AD679 at latest
together with short beating plate tiles. Roof tiles with the inscription of uibongsagaeto (fE\U4E
# 1) excavated from Najeong ruins, Gyeongju, and roof tiles with the inscription of jeongjan (3
) excavated from Ipamni ruins, Ulsan are roof tiles made using both methods, medium beating
and short beating, and this indicates that both short beating and medium beating plates were
used for the manufacture of roof tiles in AD 679. Comparing with medium beating plate tiles,
short beating plate tiles are inferior to medium beating plate tiles in the aspect of production, but
surpass them in the aspect of elaborateness. This difference suggests that short beating plate
tiles might have been used only for roofing royal palaces or public buildings, and therefore must

have been produced for special purpose different from general purposes.

Keywords: Gyeongju, beating plate, short beating plate, medium beating plate
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