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Design Concept of the Imperial Palaces in Korea and Japan

Uchida Kazunobu

Abstract : The former great audience hall compound (45— R AHEEE:) was located in the
center of the Nara imperial palace (*F3%%). This was the special area for imperial ritual such
as coronation ceremony and new-year morning ceremony. The great audience hall (JHRES)
was surrounded by long corridors. The northern third part of the area was upraised for about
2.4 meter, and the southern two thirds part of the area was open space paved by pebbles. The
great audience hall and the backward hall (#4) were located on the upraised area. Two
access ramps from the open space were situated at both sides of the upraised area. The
upraised area and the ramps were retained by brick wall inclined at a 70 degree angle. The plan
of the retaining brick wall was strange and intriguing since this was partly polygonal shape.
The analysis of the design reveals that this was planned according to the intersecting points of
three concentric circles that were centered at the northern part of the great audience hall and
one eccentric circle that was centered in front of the backward hall. The three concentric
circles and one eccentric circle represent the structure of the cosmos, like the constellations at
the Kitora tomb. Imperial palaces had been designed to represent the universe since the Shi
Huangdi (#457) era, and the design concept was accounted in the text of Wen Xuan (3Z5%).
It is likely that the design concept was introduced to ancient J apan and Silla, and we can also
observe it in the existing architecture of the Kyongbok imperial palace (4% ). The study of
the great audience hall compound in the Nara imperial palace may have some implications for

understanding the Korean imperial palace sites.
Keywords : the Nara imperial palace, the greater audience hall (Kf#if), the former great

audience hall compound (%— X KB IE) , retaining brick wall, the Kyongbok palace (518

), design concept
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