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Stone Relief Pagodas at Namsan Tapgok in Gyeongju :
an Architectural Study

Hakozaki Kazuhisa

Abstract :  While many wooden five- and three-storey pagodas in the early ancient time (from
7" to 9" century) are existing in Japan, no wooden nine- and seven-storey pagoda is survived in
the entire East Asia. In order to reconstruct the design of wooden nine- and seven-storey
pagodas appearing in historical records and archaeological sites, it is necessary to examine not
only archaeological features but also designs of pagoda in pictures and stone relieves and stone
pagodas. Stone relieves of nine- and seven-storey pagodas were engraved on the northern
surface of a large rock at the 2nd temple site of Namsan Topgok (FFIL¥%%) in Gyeongju,
Korea. In this paper I examine the design features of the stone relief pagodas, carrying out
metrical analyses of the recession ratios of floors and roofs and the proportion of finial, to
compare them with the examples of ancient wooden pagodas in Japan. The analysis shows that
the finial was exquisitely engraved and the outline of roofs was aligned linearly. The design of
the pagodas was elaborated on the proportion of outline and detail parts. Choe Min Hui (3R
%) has pointed out that the finial of the nine-storey pagoda was modified in a later period;
however, many features common to that of wooden pagoda in Japan were observed. The form
of a pendant of wind bell (JH3#) under a roof suggests that the pagodas were engraved before
the early 8th century, referring to examples in Japan. The recession ratios of floors and roofs,
the space under the eaves, and the heights of each floors suggest that the design of the
pagodas represented large architecture. The design is structurally different from that of
existing five- and three-storey pagodas in Japan; it is not a building simply extending the floors.
The stone relief pagodas at Namsan Tapgok have some significant implications for

understanding the designs of now-defunct nine- and seven-storey pagodas in East Asia.

Keywords : Gyeongju (BJ), Namsan (®1li), Topgok (344), stone relief pagoda, nine-

storey pagoda, seven-storey pagoda, finial
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