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A Study of Rafter-End Tiles in Baekje and Japan

Chida Takemichi

Abstract : A rafter-end tile is a roof tile attached to an end of rafter in a roof of palace and
temple building. A rafter-end tile is a decorative roof tile as well as flat and round eave tiles, and
an impressive building component. An early study on a rafter-end tile is Mosaku Ishida (f7H
BAE) (1938), who argued that the rafter-end tile in Japan was originated from Baekje, showing
an example of the Gunsu-ri temple site (FE5FEIFhE) . After the Ishida’s study, a few studies
have targeted rafter-end tiles in Japan, except the studies in the northern Kyusyu region by
Fujio Oda (/NHE M) and in the Asuka region by Hiroshi Hanatani ({6%4i%). In Korea,
many examples of rafter-end tiles in archaeological contexts have been obtained from the
excavations of the Jeongrim, Mireuk, and Neungsan-ri temple sites (GEFRIEHE ; PREhSHE 5 b2
LI E <R4). This paper analyzes the rafter-end tiles obtained from the excavations of the sites in

Baekje and discusses their influence to the counterparts in Japan.

Keywords : rafter-end tile, lotus petals, lotus thalamus, nailing perforation
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