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BRI DI S AR & AR L O

Interaction of Roof Tiles between the Three Kingdoms of Korea and
Japan in the Late 7th Century

Yamazaki Shinji

Abstract : In this paper I explore the interaction of roof tiles between the Three Kingdoms of
Korea and Japan in the late 7th century. Close connection between the roof tiles of Baekje and
Japan is observed in the 7th century, especially in the Horyuji temple (3:F&%). In the middle
of 7th century, the prince of Baekje moved to Japan, and the construction of the Kudara-no-
Ohtera temple (FTi%K<F) started, and the tribes of Yamato-no-Aya (JE#F) that were old
immigrants from Baekje came together to settle around the residence of the royal family of
Baekje. In the wake of the fall of Baekje, Japan government post the Baekje prince to the
Naniwa palace as the king of the refugee government of Baekje. The Horyuji temple played the
major part in this event. An analysis of the flat eave tiles of the Horyuji temple type with
palmetto scroll design reveals that the almost all of the temples having this type of the roof tiles
bear some relation to the tribes from Baekje.In the later part of 7th century, the distinctive type
of flat eave tile with palmetto design appeared in the Kii Ueno Haiji temple (it FEFBES)
and the Houki Sainou Haiji temple (ff1%77)2B&<F). This was made by the roll-up technique of
Silla. This type of roof tile was adopted mainly in the temples established by the immigrants
from Silla in the 7th century. The analysis of the round eave tiles of Silla reveals that the Silla
style roof tiles were introduced twice in the periods of AD 650 and AD 670-680 in the Kashihara
Haiji (B2J{BE<F).The analysis of the round and flat eave tiles in the Kotou type (iffl#ist)

reveals that they were made by the refugee tribes from Goguryeo for their characteristics such
as the clay coils-bucket molding technique, the notches in the rear side of round eave tile to
attach the tail part, and the projection of thalamus and prominence of petals in the lotus design

of round eave tile.
Keywords : Baekje and the eave tiles of the Horyuji temple (JEF&%) type with palmetto

scroll design, Silla and the eave tiles of the Kii Ueno Haiji temple (i2f* FBFEESR) type with

palmetto scroll, Goguryeo and the roof tiles of the Kotou type (i Bt
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