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International Relationship in the 5th Century CE:
Based on Yamak Tomb in Goheung

Kwon Taek-jang

Abstract: Recently many tombs containing Japanese-style burial goods and adopting Japa-
nese-style tomb structure have been found in southwest seashore in the Korean peninsula along
coastal route. Many theories to tomb occupants of these burials, which include local rulers, Japa-
nese mercenaries, Wa (Japan) related Baekje officials, have been presented. The background and
characteristics of the Japanese-style tombs found in coastal routes, such as Yamak Tomb, might be
different from those distributed in inland lodgment points.

About 14 Japanese-style tombs are investigated in coastal route ranging from Busan to Sinan.
Among them, five tombs, which include Tomb No. B-1 at Yulha in Gimhae, Yamak and Andong
Tombs in Goheung, Woedo Tomb in Haenam, Baeneolri Tomb in Sinan, contain lamellar armor
dated from the early to mid-5th century CE. Except armor found in Andong Tomb in Goheung,
those uncovered from other four burials were produced in the early 5th century CE. Moreover,
burial structures of these four tombs are similar with those of stone-cist-style stone chamber in
North Kyushu. Particularly, types and distribution patterns of grave goods, such as bronze mir-
rors and armors, of Yamak Tomb and Baeneolri Tomb show very similar pattern with those of
burials in North Kyushu.

In the 5th century CE, the kingship centered in Kinai reinforced its power into the entire region
of the Japanese archipelago by distributing iron goods, horses, and prestige goods made from
gold into local rulers. In order to maintain stable supply of these prestige goods, the central pow-
er in Kinai might diversify supply center from the southern peninsula to the south western and
mid-western peninsula, and need to open safe coastal route. Therefore, it is supposed that the Jap-
anese authority dispatched its officials who operated calling trade ships into ports located in most
difficult voyage zone between the Yeosu peninsula and Sinan. Considering that burials structures
of these areas are similar with those in Kyushu and production and distribution of armors were
controlled by the authority in Kinai, occupants of these tombs were dispatched from authority of

Kyushu under the influence of the central power.

Keywords: Japanese-style tombs, coastal route, triangular iron plate armors, iron helmets
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