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Memo on Ancient Wooden Implements of Japan and Korea:
On Tatari-shaped Items

Ishibashi Shigeto

Abstract: Various mutual relations have been pointed out regarding the ancient cultures of Japan

and the Korean peninsula. Organic artifacts such as wooden implements represent one of these.
The main object of this contribution is a tool related to spinning called tatari in Japanese. Accord-
ing to the Mokki shisei zuroku, Kinki genshihen [Illustrated anthology of wooden implements, Kin-
ki prehistoric volume] (Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, 1993), variants of
this item have two functions. One was as a stand for hanging bundles of hemp fiber that had been
softened through beating. From there the fibers were thinly split and joined, and it thus served as
a tool used for drawing out thin fibers prior to twisting into thread. Another was for temporarily
holding skeins of spun thread that had been wound on a skein winder. Taking folkloric examples
into consideration, the former took the form of a rod stood upright, to serve as a stand for tempo-
rarily hanging the fiber (Type A). It was mainly used in the task of splitting and twisting together
the plant fibers. The latter consisted of a set of several upright rods set in stands, on which skeins
could be hung by winding around from rod to rod (Type B).

As recovered examples of I'ype A, the gilt bronze items from the Okinoshima No. 22 site are fa-
mous as tatari. Wooden implements from sites such as Sugo in Chiba prefecture, Sainotani in Tot-
tori prefecture, and Tatecho in Shimane prefecture, are regarded as tatari. In South Korea as well,
there examples which appear similar, such as a board-shaped item recovered at Sinchang-dong in
Gwanju, and another item from the Yimdang-dong wetland site in Gyeonsan.

Tatari is not a tool unique to Japan. As a modern Korean folk example, items in the shape of
Type A tatari are used for making ramie thread in the traditional technique of mosi (fine ramie)
weaving in the Hansan region. From descriptions in the “Account of the Wa (Japanese)” in the
Chinese text, Wei zhi, and from recovered examples of cloth, it is known that the Japanese have
made ramie thread from ancient times. As the Type A fatari is depicted in Chinese drawings, it
may have its roots in China. While fatari are used for ramie thread in many folk examples, similar
items were used in the task of making silk thread as well. It thus may be thought that tatari were
not limited to use for ramie or hemp, but that both Type A for hanging material in the task of twist-
ing thread from shorter fibers, and Type B for holding skeins in the process of taking up thread
on winders, were used as needed. As both Types A and B are simple forms, they are possibly over-

looked as items of uncertain nature even when they are recovered archaeologically.

Keywords: wooden implements, fatari, sSpinning, ramie, mosi
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