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Production and Circulation of Early Metalwork Goods in Silla

Isahaya Naoto

Abstract: With regard to metal goods of Silla, detailed typological research has accumulated
for different types of items such as crowns and swords, with many details having been clarified
regarding their changes, techniques of manufacture, and regionality. But there are many points
of uncertainty nevertheless regarding how the different types of metal goods were produced,
circulated, and finally delivered into the hands of those with whom they were buried as grave
goods. This contribution attempts some preliminary observations regarding the production and
circulation of early metalwork goods of Silla, taking as object the metal items recovered from the
South Tomb of Hwangnamdaechong, Gyeonju, a Silla royal tomb of the middle portion of the fifth
century, and a regional chiefly tomb of the same period, Tomb No.1 at Bokcheon-dong, Busan,
and making observations on metalworking techniques seen across different types of items, in par-
ticular the making of lines with strings of wedge-shaped indentations, and the production of wave-
shaped lines of stringed dots.

First, from an analysis of the metal objects recovered from the South Tomb of Hwangnamdae-
chong, based on an assessment of the variety of carved metal items, the existence was clarified of
multiple workshops participating in the production of large amounts of worked metal goods. The
possibility was pointed out that several artisans of differing technical skill levels worked coopera-
tively in the same workshop. Next, from an analysis of the Bokcheon-dong No.1 Tomb, it was seen
that a strict gap in the level of technical skill separated items recovered from central Silla verus
the outer regions, and that as the latter also received worked items from other regions, personal
and equestrian ornaments did not always completely adhere to the designs of the Silla monarchy.
Finally, it is argued that the individual characteristics of wedge-shaped indentations and wave-
shaped lines of stringed dots, or the greater and lesser levels of technical skill, which were not
always captured in prior photographs or scale drawings, should serve as basic data for the clarifi-

cation of the metalwork production and circulation of the times.

Keywords: Silla, metal carving, production and circulation, South Tomb of Hwangnamdaechong,
Bokcheon-dong No.1 Tomb
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