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A Modest Opinion on the Wooden Documents Recovered from the
Sungasansansung Fortress

Watanabe Akihiro

Abstract: That the direct source of the use of wooden documents in Japan is in their use on the

Korean peninsula can readily be called the common recognition nowadays among Japanese wood-
en document researchers. This is the reason for the Japanese proposal of wooden documents as
one of the materials for cooperative research between the Nara National Research Institute for
Cultural Properties and South Korea’s National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage. However,
an exchange of data alone regarding wooden documents may not be considered very meaningful
as an exchange relationship between institutions conducting excavation. What we propose in this
regard is whether we can exchange our expertise as research institutions that excavate, process,
examine, preserve, and make public the data about wooden documents, and thereby share a basis
for research.

While there are still hurdles to overcome in order to achieve a program of research exchange
as institutions engaged in the excavation and investigation of artifacts and sites, on this occasion
we have received special consideration allowing us to take the equipment normally utilized by
the Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties and photograph a portion of the
Sungasansansung fortress wooden documents. As a result, from the recording of data detected
in infrared images, the purpose of this contribution is to present the results of our attempt at de-
ciphering these materials, in hopes of providing a basis for future cooperative Japanese-Korean
research.

From the nature of wooden documents as unearthed documentary materials, it is our ideal that
the deciphering of these materials is the responsibility of the agency which conducts the excava-
tion. While this has not been unambiguously the case for the deciphering of Korean wooden doc-
uments to date, as the numbers of recovered items has steadily grown and analogous cases have
increased, and with an excellent glossary now published in the form of the Hanguk mokgan jajeon
[Korean wooden tablet dictionary] (Gaya National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage, 2011),
Korean wooden document research is probably reaching a period of transition from a time when
every scholar would express his own opinion to a stage when institutions take responsibility for
publicly disseminating information. It is hoped that the current contribution can be of assistance

in this regard.

Keywords: wooden documents, unearthed documentary materials, Sungasansansung fortress,

infrared photography
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