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Consideration on Yongdu from the Goryeo Gungseong Palace Site in
Gaeseong

Park Seong-jin

Abstract: Yongdu (dragon head-shaped roof tile) is a kind of decorated roof tiles. The excavated
numbers of it are not many, thus it is not easy to know when it began to be produced and used. In
addition to the item that was recently excavated in Jeonggung (main palace) of Goryeo, dragon head-
shaped roof tile that were uncovered from Daehwagung Palace in Pyongyang, the Hyeeumwonji
site in Paju and Yongjangseong Fortress in Jindo reveal the general feature of this artefact. The
appearance of yongdu means the change of composition decoration tile from a set of ridge-end tile
and monster mask-shaped tile to a set of ridge-end tile, yongdu and japsang (figurine tile). This
paper firstly classify yongdu by analyzing typological forms and attributes of items uncovered from
Goryeo Gungseong Palace in Gaeseong, Dachwagung Palace in Pyongyang and the Hyeeumwonji
site in Paju, and secondly analogize the temporal characteristics by comparing stone yongdu in
Goryeo Gungseong Palace, which is collected in Seongkyunkwan in Gaeseong, stone yongdu in

Suchanggung Palace, and stone yongdu and decorated tile yongdu in Wonsangdo.
Key words: yongdu (dragon head-shaped roof tile), ridge-end tiles, japsang (figurine tiles),

decorated tiles, Goryeo Gungseong Palace, Daehwagung Palace, Hyeeumwonji in Paju,

Yongjangseong Fortress in Jinju
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