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ENGLISH SUMMARY

The Study of Nara_no‐mサalCO(Heij。‐lv5)or ancient Nara city,which had

been the capital of Japan duttng Nara period(710-794A.D.),waS established by

sadamasa Kitaura in the■�ddle of the 19th century. He published a repOrt on the

basic plan of the centtal part of the ancint city(``HЙ か轡E Dαケ】αtt Tsクうοpα万

ηο】勿:',1852.)whiCh Was the fmit of his precise neld investigations and examina_

tions of existing manuscripts.  The study on the city was then succeeded and

developed by such scholars as Tadashi Sekino in the fo■ owingヽlejii period. And

the actual state of the site was irstly revealed by excavation work in 1954.Since

then,on account of recent urbanization nearby,the oppotunities of excavation

survey preceding the constructions of new stmctures have been ittcreasing, 、vhich

declared urban planning of the ancient capital frOni the vie、 vpoints of road pattern,

use Of the estates,etc. On the other hand,circumstances such as temples, markets,

and government ofnces in the city have been ascertained.

This report presents the resu■ s of four excavations,numbers 96,109, 121, and

the one with cOnsevation work in Order to open this site to the pubic, carried out

between 1975 and 1984. The site located in the 6th block of 2nd ward on 3rd street,

the eastern sector of the city(Sl_ky6 San‐ jo Ni‐b6Roku_no tsubo).It means that

he site situates sbutheast neighborIЮ od to hO Nara Palace.The amount of excava_

tion area was 6,600 square meters,

The result of main excavation(96th)llnCOVered that here was a magnitcent

garden pond、vith stone pavement at the center of the blockI Preserved quite well,

the pond not Only has a narvelous value but is a good historic material in order to

restore the way of gardening and consttucting a pond at that tiine.

After Agency for Cultural Arairs had designated this area as a special historic

site in 1978,it was owned by Nara municipal auhorities with a state subsidy to

preserve this precious cultural heritage. Then the site、 vas prepared for the opening

tO the public,reconstmcting a replica above the original pond. It、 vas completed in

1984.

Topograica■ y,the site is on an alluvial apron. At the center of the block there

nowed a stream(SD1525)from nOrh to souh intil the begin� ng of he Nara

period(phaSe A)。 Once it had been a river and was changed its function to a

drainage canal of the block at the tilne of city constmction. The buildings to the

west of this canal(SB1570, SB1571, SB1571, SB1573, SB1542)then pOSSibly

seemed to form an OElce complex.The direction of heln equally based wih he

planning of the block.(phase B)

Then at the■liddle of the Nara period,the strean■ 、vas lllled up and the garden

pond(SG1504)was cOnstructed on he ttace Of it.The pond was enclosed by three

sides with、 vooden fences and buildings.Some ne、 v buildings and a well、vere added.

This state sho、 vs that the block was fully used as a large residensial estate with a

garden。 (phaSe c)
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The next stage was represel■ ted by he construction of a large building(SB

1540)with base stOnes,It was accompanied by a small hut(SB1470)and Was

facing to the pond.The southern side of hem and the pond were closed newly

wih a wooden fence,It was possibly bui■ as a place for ofacial ceremony witt he

pond in he latter half Of he Nara period。 (phase D)

In the end of the Nara period the pond was deserted Ⅵ/ith the abandonment of

he city;but SOme litdc housOs(SB1471,1472,1476,1975)were Sill built around

it.

Some of the artifacts fOund froln the site shows the character 6f the area. For

example,a wooden tablet found from SD1525 has letters including`North Palace'

(】ヒ宮 )WhiCh pOSSibly show the name of the place north to the site.And that

tight relate to the omce_like arrangement of the bulldings at the early stage of the

site.�[eanwhile,statistic analysis of the roOf_tiles show that here they used the

same types of tiles as those used in thё  Nara Palace in the rliddle of the Nara

period(phaSe c).That migh also add ofncial charicter tO the site at the tine.

For the plant remains,some seeds of such fruits as peach and plun■ ,corns of a

sort of pine tree, and leaves of Japanese bead tree etc. 、vere unearthed froni the

acctlmulated soil in the pond,、 vhich are useful tO restore the garden planting around

it.

As the result,it became clear that this block was continuously inhabited 、Thole

through Nam period,but the character of it seemed to change fairly concerning

the constmction and use of the pOnd。 「Γhe discovery of the pond、 vhich has such a

greatness in■s scale and design has ever been One and only example at thattilne in

garden history of Japan.
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