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Western Prasat Top is being restored with the support and
cooperation of many people. To protect Cambodia’s valuable
heritage, we daily work alongside Cambodian staff, while
focusing on developing human resources so that the
Cambodian people can protect their monument with their
own hands in the future. We will continue our activities at
Western Prasat Top to conserve the Angkor monuments, a
World Heritage Site and a crown jewel of Cambodia.
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From Bayon Temple in Angkor Thom, travel approximately
500m west along the road that leads to the West Gate. When
you come across a signboard, turn south into the small road

and proceed straight about 100m until you reach Western
Prasat Top.
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Fab v &R (BRH'S) /Western Prasat Top (east view)
Western Prasat Top is a small temple situated in the forest of
Angkor Thom, approximately 500m southwest of Bayon
Temple. It consists of a Central Sanctuary flanked by the
Northern and Southern Sanctuaries, and a Buddhist terrace
extending from its eastern front. A laterite enclosure and
Sema stones (boundary stones) enclose the group of
sanctuaries and mark the temple grounds. In the early 20th
century, an inscription was discovered, relating to
Yasovarman I, who reigned toward the end of the 9th
century. The date of construction of Western Prasat Top had
long remained a mystery, but recent surveys have shed light
on a new estimate date. The temple garners attention as a
monument dating back to the very end of the Angkor period.
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Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
commenced an investigation of Western Prasat Top in 2002,
and has surveyed the monument from various perspectives,
including the fields of archaeology, architectural history and
conservation science. The excavation of the Buddhist terrace,
in particular, has yielded Buddhist statues and ritual goods
which were buried sometime around the 14th century.
Ceramics dated to the latel4th century have also been
unearthed from the Southern Sanctuary. As this corresponds
to the period referred to as the post-Bayon period, they
suggest that this temple was centrally active during this
period.
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In May 2008, some forty roof stones collapsed from the
Central Sanctuary, and caused the Central Sanctuary to
become unstable. Dismantlement and mantling work was
begun in 2012, beginning with the Southern Sanctuary.
While dismantling the Southern Sanctuary, the south stairs
of the Central Sanctuary was discovered from within the
lower platform of the Southern Sanctuary. This indicated
that the Southern Sanctuary was built as though to cover
the south stairs of the Central Sanctuary that had already
been built at the time. All restoration work of the Southern
Sanctuary was fully completed in September 2015.
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Soouthern Sanctuary:
Before restoration (above), After restoration (below)






