Safeguarding heritage
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Submission of a repair proposal of

Western Prasat Top
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We at the Nara National Research Institute

for Cultural Properties have launched
full-fledged repair work of Western Prasat Top
in the Phase 3. At first step, we submitted a
proposal for the repairing to the APSARA
National Authority. Following the submission,
the proposal was reviewed by the International
Coordinating Committee for Safeguarding and
Development of the Historic Site of Angkor
(ICC-Angkor), which is comprised by national
and international bodies concerning the
conservation of Angkor. Upon receiving the
evaluation report of the on-site monitoring
mission by the ad-hoc experts group, an
advisory body to the ICC-Angkor, the proposal
was discussed in the plenary session of the
ICC-Angkor in December 2011.

The evaluation report by the ad-hoc experts
group addressed some recommendation
including implementing subsurface exploration
for testing foundation strength and making
detail documentation on the status of each stone
member of the building. Finally the proposal
was approved by the ICC-Angkor under the
condition of fulfilling the recommended issues.
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Monitoring mission by the members of the
ad-hoc experts group, an advisory body to the
International Coordinating Committee, at
Western Prasat Top (December 2111)
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The 18th plenary session of the ICC-Angkor

held at Siem Reap (December 2011)

Co-chaired by embassies of France and

Japan, with the secretariat by UNESCO
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€ Role and function of the ICC-Angkor

The International Coordinating Committee for
Safeguarding and Development of the Historic Site of
Angkor (ICC-Angkor) is comprised by the delegates of
Cambodian national authorities including APSARA
and international organizations and research teams
concerning the conservation of Angkor, and is
organized by UNESCO. The first meeting was held in
Tokyo in 1993. Today the annual meetings are held
twice in Siem Reap; technical session in June and
plenary session in December.

In the beginning, the aim of this committee was to
communicate the information and discuss about the
issues on the conservation of Angkor, the UNESCO
World Heritage site, among the bodies concerned.
Recently, a wider range of issues regarding
safeguarding Angkor and the surrounding area
become on discussion, such as urban planning of Siem
Reap, development of tourism industry and so on.
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