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New Discovery in the \Wake of Dismantlement
of the Southern Sanctuary, \Western Prasat Top

Archaeology
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Above: Southern stairs of the Central Sanctuary
has been revealed after the dismantlement of the
lower foundation of the Southern Sanctuary (a
view from the south)
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Left: Situation before the dismantlement of the

f lower foundation of the Southern Sanctuary. The

n building (upper structure) and a part of the upper

foundation have already been removed. The

" lower part of the southern stairs of the Central

Sanctuary, that had been buried inside the lower

+ foundation of the Southern Sanctuary, was

WS appeared after removing the floor stones and the
, filling of this foundation (a view from the south)
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The restoration of Western Prasat Top was
started from the Southern Sanctuary. A notable
fact has been revealed during the
dismantlement of the lower (the first-tier)
foundation of the Southern Sanctuary. The
lower part of the southern stairs of the Central
Sanctuary has been uncovered inside the
foundation. It is revealed that the stairs had
been embedded inside the foundation of the
Southern Sanctuary.

This discovery has an implication for
understanding the order of the constructions at
Western Prasat Top. Our architectural research
has indicated the possibility that the Northern
Sanctuary was added onto the Central
Sanctuary made by sand stones. Regarding the
Southern Sanctuary, however, there still have
been possibilities whether it was built after the
Central Sanctuary, or it was constructed at the
same time of the Central Sanctuary
construction. This new discovery suggests that
the Central Sanctuary made by sand stones
stood alone first, then the Southern Sanctuary
was built in contact with the south side of the
Central Sanctuary, and at that time the lower
part of the southern stairs of the Central
Sanctuary was embedded inside the lower
foundation of the Southern Sanctuary.

The examination during the dismantlement of
the Southern sanctuary also reveals that the
filling inside its lower foundation is made by
loose sand. We suspect that the weakness of the
fillings of the foundation is a significant cause of
uneven settling and inclining of the upper
structure of the Southern Sanctuary.
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Profile of the inside of the lower foundation of the
Southern Sanctuary. The interior of the foundation
. is filled by loose sand.
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