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" Aerial photography of Longvek
| (by Google Earth)
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General Survey and Safeguarding of the

Imperial City of Longvek

—Cooperative Research with Cambodian Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts—

Safeguarding Cultural Heritage
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Remains of a small stupa at Longvek MaEH & BE SN DG
Possible location for a port of Longvek, which is connected
to the river of Tonle Sap, in the southeast corner of the city
site
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General survey at the Longvek site
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An example of archaeological feature of Longvek damaged
by a heavy machine possibly in a recent time

We at the Nara National Research Institute
for Cultural Properties have been carrying out a
cooperative  research  project with the
Cambodian Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts
since 2010 for three years, funded by the Japan
Agency for Cultural Affairs, at the imperial
cities of Oudong and Longvek and the Krang
Kor burial sites in the post-Angkor period.

Longvek is said to have been established in
the 16th century as the imperial capital. The
remains of its moats and earthworks are still
visible even today. We have conducted some
researches including test excavations,
underground exploration using GPR, aerial
photographing by remote controlled helicopter,
and general survey of the distribution of
archaeological remains. In this survey, we have
identified more than one hundred features such
as remains of terrace temples for Theravada
Buddhist, pottery scattered areas and
metallurgy workshop sites.

It is said that there had been one hundred
and eight Buddhist temples in Longvek,
according to an oral tradition. Therefore it is
probable that there are a number of features
undiscovered. Nonetheless, we expect that our
research products including a map of site
distribution and an inventory for the sites will
serve as a basic data for the study on Longvek.

In addition, we have observed that some part
of the remains of Longvek suffer recent
uncontrolled developments. To safeguard this
important cultural heritage of the post-Angkor
period, we hope that our research data will be
utilized effectively.
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