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Column: Mysterious Incised Line Drawings
of the Western Prasat Top
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We sometime find an unexpected discovery
during the restoration works at Western Prasat
Top. An example is a group of incised line
drawings.

We have identified several incised line
drawings at the Southern Sanctuary where we
are carrying out the restoration. At first glance,
they seem to be mere graffiti; however, we
consider that they were not drawn by recent
visitors, because some of them are depicted on
already fallen stones. Nevertheless, they are
totally different from the examples of bas-relief
depicted in the Angkor period. What are they?

Observing these drawings, we may identify an
elephant design, some motifs of sitting person or
Buddha, and even some bizarre images that
look like “alien” or monster.

In fact, these incised line drawings are
observed not only at Western Prasat Top but
also other temples such as Angkor Wat.
However, the period and purpose of these
drawings has never been cleared yet. We
assume that they did not exist at the original
buildings and were drawn in a certain period of
later time, when it is at least before modern
time.

Even in the post-Angkor period from the
fifteenth to nineteenth centuries, the temples of
Angkor still continued to have been worshipped
as religious monuments. For example, there are
a number of incised and inked inscriptions, such
as an inked inscription written by Morimoto
Japanese
seventeenth century, written in the post-Angkor
period at Angkor Wat. We consider that the
incised line drawings were illustrated around

Ukondayu, a pilgrim in the

the same time. In this case, these drawings are

one of the historical materials for
understanding religious activities in the
post-Angkor period.
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A strange figure looks like an alien seems to be
dancing.
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An elephant is depicted by incised lines.
Partially red painting on the drawing can be
seen.
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There are three figures illustrated by incised lines. Do you identify
them? And what do you think they look like?
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An example of incised line drawing at Angkor
Wat. This seems to be an image of Buddhist
monk jointing his hands in prayer.
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