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Column: Nara Institute’s Contribution to International
Cooperation for Cultural Heritage in Myanmar
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At Nara National Research Institute for Cultural
Properties, we engage in international cooperation
projects for cultural heritage not only in Cambodia but
in other countries as well. Below, let us introduce one
such initiative, a project we are implementing in
Myanmar.

Since fiscal 2013, we are undertaking a project for
cultural heritage protection in Myanmar with the
Myanmar Ministry of Culture as our counterpart, under
the International Contribution Project of Cultural
Heritage scheme sponsored by the Agency for Cultural
Affairs. As part of the project, we hold archaeology
workshops in Myanmar and Japan with the aim of
transferring technical skills and developing human
resources related to archaeology.

We have held two workshops in Myanmar so far,
including a workshop on pottery analysis methods (Jan.
2014) and a workshop on cultural property photography
and documentation (Nov. 2014), at the Pyay Field
School of Archaeology, a training institution for young
archaeologists.

Workshops in Japan provided advanced knowledge of
the above two themes—pottery analysis methods (Feb.
2014) and

documentation (Jan. 2015)—to Myanmar experts

cultural property photography and
invited to Japan.

Coincidentally, the Pyu Ancient Cities (Sri Ksetra,
Beikthano and Halin monuments) became the first site
in Myanmar to be inscribed on the World Heritage List
at the 38th Session of the UNESCO World Heritage
Committee held in June 2014, and interest in
Myanmar’s cultural heritage has risen both in and
outside the country. We hope to also contribute to
protecting the precious cultural heritage of Myanmar

through our above-mentioned initiatives.
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Archaeological workshop for ceramic research at the Field School of Archaeology in Pyay
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Left: Demonstration of 3D surveying at Sri Ksetra, Pyu Ancient
Cities (UNESCO World Heritage Site)
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Right: Workshop for archaeological photography and documentation

at the Field School of Archaeology in Pyay:

Practice of photographying artifacts
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Bottom: Workshop for archaeological photography and
documentation in Japan: Practice of photographying buildings in
the Nara Palace site
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