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Abstract: In the dichotomies established by the Western thought,
“public” is opposite to “private”, but also to “secret”. These
concepts, linked to different aspects regulating our society and
developed through many centuries starting from the Roman law,
have also an influence on the management and access to cultural
heritage, such as historic architectures. The field of conservation,
restoration and management of historic monuments has
developed its own methods and guidelines, however sometimes
seems to be left aside from the real changes in society, if not
even felt as a impediment to its progress. Therefore, in order to
solve this issue and ensure that the field of heritage conservation
could play an active role inside the society and its continuous
transformation, attention has been drawn to the ownership and
the regulation of common goods, of which historic monuments
and sites should be part of. Although it originally pertained to
the socio-economic, philosophical and legal fields, the concept of
“common good” or “commons” is the more and more frequently
used in relation to cultural heritage. Reflecting on “public
heritage” and, in particular, on “public architecture”, it seems
interesting to look back at the past debate over the public nature
of architecture and its contribution to society, especially when it
has been recognized as a cultural asset. Already in the Venice
Charter (1964) a social use of the monuments is considered to be
desirable, while the World Heritage Convention (1972) underlines
the importance to give the heritage “a function in the life of the
community”. These arguments have led to underline heritage to
be “a driver of development” (ICOMOS General Assembly, Paris
2011) and to link it with strengthening the human capabilities, one
of the most important of which is considered to be the cultural
dimension. In this respect, the access to heritage and its role as a

place of cultural interchange becomes an essential factor.
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