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How Are Local People Involved in Heritage Management?

Case in the nomination process on the list of UNESCO World Heritage
at the ruins of Nan Madol, Federated States of Micronesia
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Abstract: In this paper I argue that the involvement of local
community into a management of cultural heritage is important
and essential. Local community may play a leading role in
implementation of heritage management in a sustainable way
in its local context. In the case of the archaeological site of Nan
Madol in the Federated States of Micronesia, there have been a
confrontational situation over the ownership of the site between
stakeholders including government, local community and
individual landowner. The government has wanted to inscribe
the site on the List of UNESCO World Heritage for a long time.
However, this situation may be an obstacle not only on the
nomination process but also on the implementation of heritage
management. In order to solve this issue, the workshop, initiated
by Japanese experts (funded by the Japan Foundation and the
Japan Consortium for International Cooperation in Cultural
Heritage) and UNESCO Office for the Pacific States, was took
place inviting all stakeholders to discuss how to conserve and
manage the site. Finally all stakeholders arrived at an agreement
that they cooperate and work well together in safeguarding Nan
Madol. This case will be a showcase of heritage management

involving various stakeholders including local community.
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