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The Nara Palace Site, a Specal Historic Site
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The Nara Capital and Palace

The Nara capital (710-784) was an ancient a capital

spanning the areas of the modern cities of Nara and Yamatokoriyama.
Designed after the Tang Chinese capital of Changan,

it was built with broad and narrow streets forming a grid.

With the Nara palace at the center of its northern end, the capital was traversed
from the Rajomon gate to the south by Suzaku avenue,

75 meters wide and lined with willow and pagoda trees.

The population is estimated at approximately 100,000,

and as many as 6,500 bureaucrats were held to work at the Nara palace.

As the total population of Japan at the time is estimated at around 6 million,

or one-twentieth of its modern level,

the Nara capital was truly a great metropolis in its day.

The investigation of the Nara capital site is indispensable

for knowing the history of the Nara period as a whole.
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Front: Reconstruction of the First Imperial
Audience Hall, the Nara Palace Site

The completion ceremony for this construction was
conducted on 23rd April, 2010. Archaeological
researches revealed that the Imperial Audience Hall
had not been in existing at the outset, and been
relocated from the Fujiwara Palace in Wado 8 (AD
715), five years after the founding of the Nara Palace.
Along with the relocation, its roof tiles and
decorative clasps were newly made in the latest style
at that time. For example, the roof tiles were finished
in black color in order to make them resemble the
counterparts of buildings in the Changan Palace in
Tang Dynasty. The calligraphy displayed in the
middle of the second story was reproduced by
collecting characters from the Buddhism scripture
“Nagaya-no-oh Gan-kyo” written in AD 712.
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