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The Nara Capital and Palace

The Nara capital (710-784) was an ancient metropolis

spanning the areas of the modern cities of Nara and Koriyama.

Designed after the Tang Chinese capital of Chang’an,

it was built with broad and narrow streets forming a grid.

With the Nara palace at the center of its northern end, the capital was traversed

from the Rajomon gate to the south by Suzaku boulevard,

75 meters (equivalent to 26 car lanes) wide and lined with willow and pagoda trees.

The population is estimated at between 100,000 to 200,000,

and as many as 6,500 bureaucrats were held to work at the Nara palace.

As the total population of Japan at the time is estimated at around 6 million,

or one-twentieth of its modern level,

the Nara capital was truly a great metropolis in its day.
The investigation of the Nara capital site is indispensable
for knowing the history of the Nara period as a whole.
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Cover:Kitora tomb murals. A zodiac sign(Horse)
represented with an animal head on a
human body.

The image had transferred to the mud which had
flowed into the stone chamber through a hole made
by grave robbers in the south wall. Wearing a bright
red ceremonial outer garment, it holds in its right
hand a spear decorated with a red tassel. The
question remains of how to preserve its condition,
described by Kawanobe Wataru, section head at the
National Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo,
who was in charge of the operation, as “chalk dust
sitting on top of a slab of moist salt.”

AT AT BUEN AL WEFEPT

HEEWM s 22006
¥ 1T H:2006E6H20H
FREFAT T ITBUE N SUE M BEZE T 4% B SUE I BFSE P

Ff

Rl -

T630-8577 ZRM —4cM 2 TH9-1 TEL0742-30-6753 (fLE1EHER)

S i




&

O\:ERTIES P

&

<

cH INS7y
P ",

p oy
Y4090 <%

BERZERALTVET



	AA11740015_2006_hyoushi
	AA11740015_2006_mokuji.
	AA11740015_2006_okuzuke.
	AA11740015_2006_sehyoushi

