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Zodiac figure (Horse) at the Kitora tomb
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Tang zodiac figure (Goat, an iron statue
unearthed from the tomb of Li Jingyou)

Topics:
The zodiac figures of the Kitora
tomb murals

The discovery in June 2005, during work in preparation for
the removal of the figure of Suzaku (a scarlet phoenix) on the
southern mural of the Kitora tomb's stone chamber, of a figure
with an animal head on a human body for the Oriental zodiac
sign of the Horse, is still fresh in the memory, along with the
bright read color of the image that had transferred over to the
mud which covered it. Including the Horse, the zodiac signs
now ascertained at the Kitora tomb are seven (Rat, Ox, Tiger,
Hare, Horse, Dog, and Boar). All of them are depicted as
standing figures, clothed in formal ceremonial dress, and
holding weapons in their hands.

The Kitora murals have astronomical charts placed on the
ceiling, and the four directional deities plus zodiac signs on the
four walls. The deceased was laid to rest in the realm of eternal
time and space which these represent, and were likely meant to
soothe his soul. On the other hand, the weapon-holding pose
bears similarities to the zodiac signs of Silla. But the Silla
figures are relief carvings made on stone retaining walls
circling the mound, usually face outward, so that the guardian
deity element is stronger.

In this manner, it may be noted that the Kitora zodiac signs
have points of difference as well as commonalities with those
of both Tang and Silla, and provide valuable clues for thinking
about various problems regarding tombs with murals. They
also present a precious example for considerations of the
spread and change of zodiac figures, which appeared in the
second half of the sixth century in the mid Changjiang basin of
China, and later became popular over a wide region.
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Sila zodiac figure (Horse, relief carving from
the retaining wall of the Kim Yusin tomb)



