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The Nara Palace Site, a National Historic Monument
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The Nara Capital and Palace

The Nara capital (710-784) was an ancient metropolis

spanning the areas of the modern cities of Nara and Koriyama.

Designed after the Tang Chinese capital of Chang’an,

it was built with broad and narrow streets forming a grid.

With the Nara palace at the center of its northern end, the capital was traversed
from the Rajomon gate to the south by Suzaku boulevard,

75 meters (equivalent to 26 car lanes) wide and lined with willow and pagoda trees.
The population is estimated at between 100,000 to 200,000,

and as many as 6,500 bureaucrats- were held to work at the Nara palace.

As the total population of ]apan at the time is estlmatcd at around 6 mlllxon,
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Cover:Murals of the Kitora Tomb

The practice of taking the twelve animals of the
Chinese zodiac as guardians for tombs originated in
China. These zodiac figures were depicted with
animal bodies at the end of the sixth century, but
from about that time on figures with animal heads on
human bodies appeared, and were transmitted to
Silla and Japan. The zodiac figures of the Kitora
tomb are unusual examples from this stage, and at
present appear to be the oldest known from murals.
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