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Excavation at the Ishigami site (public site vie wing)
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A hole made in extracting a pillars of the West Tower

Topics:
Excavations in Fiscal Year 2002

A total of twenty-six excavations were conducted in Fiscal 2002.

More than a thousand mokkan (wooden documents) from the
seventh century were recovered from the Ishigami site, thus making
it possible to obtain valuable clues for discovering the process of
formation of the ancient Japanese state. Among these was the oldest
calendar known for Japan, an annotated diary for the third and
fourth months of 689 AD. Called Genkareki, it was transmitted
from China via Silla as the first calendar to be used in Japan.

The West Tower of the Former Imperial Audience Hall
Compound of the Nara palace was a two-storied building used by
the Emperor and the nobility for banquets; from its excavation an
unusual structure has come to light consisting of an outer set of
sixteen pillars embedded in postholes, and an inner set of eight
pillars set upon base stones, and from the holes made in extracting
the embedded pillars as many as 1,500 mokkan have been
discovered.
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Mokkan from the Ishigami site (three types,from Mino province)
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Mokkan recovered from a hole made in extracting on embedded pillars of
the West Tower

(F9RBE Infrared photograph)



