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April, 1952 The Institute established

April, 1963 Div. of Heijo Palace Site Investigations established

April, 1973 Accounis Sec., Div. of Asuka/Fujiwara Palace Sites
Investigations, and Asuka Historical Museum established

April, 1974 General Affairs Dep. and Centre for Archaeological
Operations established

March, 1975 Asuka Historical Museum opened to public

April, 1980 Institute headquarters moved to Nijo-cho, Nara City

August, 1988 New headquarters building for the Div. of the Asuka

/Fujiwara Palace Sites Investigations completed

This Institute started as an auxilary organization of the national
government's National Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties.

In 1963, problems related to the protection of the Heijo (Nara Imperial)
Palace site necessitated the inception of the Division of the Heijo Palace Site
Investigations. Ten years later, the Division of the Asuka and Fujiwara
Palace Sites Investigations was established in partial response to the
government's policy to protect cultural properties in the Asuka area. The
Asuka Historical Museum also opened to public for the same reason.

In order to fulfill the demand of local authorities in charge of rescue
excavations, the Centre for Archaeological Operations was established in
1974 to train local excavators and give advices to these local authorities.
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Educational Activities and Research Collections

The Asuka Historical Museum, Heijo Palace Site Museum,
Archaeological Feature Display Shelter at the Heijo Palace Site, and Display
Rooms of the Division of the Asuka and Fujiwara Palace Sites Inviestigations
are all open to public. The Institute also holds public lectures in spring and
autumn every year. The Asuka Historical Museum, in addition, holds
public lectures related to the themes of special exhibitions. Both of the
Divisions of the Heijo Palace Site and the Asuka and Fujiwara Palace Sites
Investigations hold site-presentation of the excavation results whenever an
excavation ends or finishes an important phase. The publication program of
the Insititute include: Research Preports, Publications on Historical Matters,
Catalogues of the Asuka Histiorical Museum, Standard Data Compendium,
Anuual Bulletin, News of the Centre for Archaeological Operations, and
Maps. Our research collection consists of (as of April 1, 1993) 136,193
volumes of books and 484,086 photographs.
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