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The Nara National Cultural Properties Research Institute is the only
national organization for research into "immovable" (attached to the ground)
cultural properties, such as archaeological sites, architectural structures,
gardens, etc. The Institute is also responsible for the protection and utilization
of such cultural properties for education in Japanese history.

The Institute was founded in 1952, and belongs to the Agency for
Cultural Affairs under the Ministry of Education. The Institute consists of
various divisions and departments. The Division of the Heijo (Nara Imperial)
Palace Site Investigations, Division of the Asuka and Fujiwara Palace Sites
Investigations, Department of History, and Department of Architectural
History are primarily engaged in research and investigations, while the
Centre for Archaeological Operations is responsible for training and advices
to excavators for local authorities. The Asuka Historical Museum exhibits
archaeological discoveries. To support these divisions and departments of
the Institute, we have General Affaires Department.
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Division of the Heijo Palace Site Investigations

The staff of this division have been excavating the site of the Heijo
Palace which was a complex of the imperial residence and governmental
offices and bureaus during the Nara Period (710-784, A.D.) as well as sites
of aristocrats' mansions, commoners' residences, national markets, temples,
etc in the Heijo Capital. Recent excavations of the site of Prince Nagaya's
mansion where.one hundred thousand wooden tablets with inscriptions
were discovered attracted the public interest greatly. After excavations are
completed, we turn sites into a park by building architectural structures,
reconstructing earthen platforms over the discovered architectural features,
and/or planting bushes to indicate the positions of posts. We exhibit
archaeological discoveries in the Heijo Palace Site Museum. In addition,
archaeological features in situ are left open for viewing in a modern shelter
built over the site.
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Division of the Asuka and Fujiwara Palace Sites Investigations

This division is in charge of excavations of and research into the
Asuka Period (six and seventh centuries) sites of imperial palaces and temples
now located in the Asuka Village and Kashihara and Sakurai Cities. In the
sixth and seventh centuries, a complex of the imperial residence and
governmental offices could function as a capital, and there was no urbanization.
The division is also responsible for the investigations of the Fujiwara Capital
(694-710). It was the first city in Japan in which the Imperial Palace,
temples, and aristocrats' mansions were systematically located. Some sites
of palaces and temples have been turned into parks after the excavations.
Archaeological discoveries of the Fujiwara Palace and Capital are exhibited
in the display rooms of the Division of the Asuka and Fujiwara Palace Sites
Investigations Building located on the foot of theAmanokaguyama Hill, one
of the Three Cherished Hills of Yamato.
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Department of History

This department has been continuously investigating various written
historic sources. Such sources include: Buddhist sutra and bibles of various
sects written and compiled from the Nara to the Edo Period and now kept at
temples in Nara and Kyoto; classical books describing histories of temples,
etc.; original documents related to shoen (Medieval Japanese version of
manor); and documents describing rituals held at and organizations of temples.
The staff of the department has been recently engaged in the organization of
and research into the darani sutra kept in the One-Million MiniaturePagodasat
Horyu-ji, which are considered as the earliest printed matters in the world.
It is the responsibility of this department to publish a bibliographic lists and
compendium of such historiography we have investigated. Computerizing
such information is underway at present.
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It is the primary responsibility of this department to investigate still-
standing historic architectural structures of the ancient through medieval and
early modern times. The subjects of this department include not only temples,
shrines, castles, residences, and gardens but also town arrangement as a
whole (i.e. houses, stores, etc. on a street in a neat row). The staff of the
department are also responsible for the instruction in protecting such structures.
For example, the department has restored and now administers the former
Kometani residence, which was a merchant family in the middle eighteenth
century and currently located in Imai-cho, Kashihara City. It is now open
to public. The reconstruction of the Suzaku (South Central) Gate and
structures related to the Ministry of Imperial Household of the Heijo (Nara
Imperial) Palace was planned and executed in this department.
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The staff of this centre give instructions and advice in methods and
techniques of excavations and other archaeological investigations to
archaeologists working for local authorities. The centre also offers practical
sessions in general archaeology, conservation sciences, site surveying, etc.
to these local excavators. Such sessions are held some ten times every year.
It is also an important responsibility of the centre to develop new methods
and techniques of, for example, conservation sciences and electronic resistivity
surveying.

In addition, the centre collects and organizes information and data
concerning any aspects of archacology. We hope that in the near future this
centre will be the center of archaeological information. (Note that more than
three thousand site reports are published every year in Japan. The number
of archaeology theses published in local journals is uncountable.)
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“EKFE@E?N% A Stone Statue of God and Goddess

Asuka Historical Museum

This museum exhibits archaeological discoveries of the Asuka area
dating to the sixth and seventh centuries. Despite its small size, the regular
exhibit covers an extremely wide range, including a mirror, jade, and metal
fittings discovered in the Takamatsuzuka Burial Mound famous for the
colorful mural wall paintings, roof tiles and tiles with the engraved Buddha
figures discovered at temple sites, and Shumisen (the high mountain believed
to be located in the center of the world in Buddhism) stone monument and
stone statue of God and Goddess, which were water spouts presumably
erected at a banquet held by Empress Saimei (r. 655-662), and were discovered
at the Ishigami site. In the front yard of the museum are replicas of the
Shumisen stone, the Sakafune-ishi usedas a water conveyance, and a stone
monkey figurine. Roughly two hundred thousand people visit this museum
annually.




