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In AD 710 (Wado 3), the Nara Capital was established at the north-
ern edge of the Nara basin, moving the capital from Fujiwara near 
Asuka. �e capital was designed after the Tang Chinese capital Chan-
gan. �e city area measured six kilometers from east to west and �ve 
kilometers from north to south. �e Nara Palace was located on the 
land one kilometer square at the center of the northern end of the 
city, and within the palace there were several buildings and com-
pounds such as Imperial Audience Hall, State Halls Compound, 
Imperial Domicile, and several government o�ce compounds. 

�e southern open space was a part of the Suzaku Boulevard, and the 
Nijō-ōji (the second street) approximately 37 meters wide was extending 
in the east-west direction in front of the gate. 




