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ENGLISH SUNIIIMARY

This report summarizes thc achievcmcnts of excavations cartted out by thc

Yamato‐ K5riyama lヽunicipal Board of Education in 1984 and by thc Nara

National Cultural Propcrties Rcscarch lnstitutc from 1985 to 1986.  Thc exca‐

vations took placc in K� δttch5,Yamato‐ Kδttyama City,Nara PreFccturc prior

tO the remOdchng of a garbagc proccssing plant in thc northern part of thc city.

Thc excavated arcas,which extend for approximately 7,400 squarc meters,are

histOrica■y designated as thc Thirtcenth and Fourteenth Tsubo tt EBIOCks]of

the First B5坊 E4/ard]on thC Hachも δ 〔乃i八条大路 [Eighth Mttor― Strcet]in

the Uky5右京 EVVestCrn sectorD Of the Hcも 5平城 Capital[in uSC 710-734,A.D.]

(sec Fig.1)・ In the �cinity of the site are thc Nishi lchi西 市 [恥
rcst �larkct3

and thc R巧 5A/1on羅城 F][SOuth CCntral Catc](Sec Fig。 2).TheSe cxcavadons

cOnflrmcd long‐ held expcctations of the existcnce of state― sponsored workshops

fOr ttnetanurgy and the production of lacquer warc duing thc Nara Period[710-

7943・

MttOr Excavated Features

Excavations havc uncovcred evidcnce of numcrous structures, fcnces, alleys,

ditches, wclls, and pits.  Iヽost of thesc are dated to thc Nara Pciod, which is

d�ided into four phases in this volume:Phasc I(Carly half of thc Early Nara

Pcttod),PhaSC II(later half of thc Ea』 y Nara Pciod),Phasc III(carly har

Of the Late]Narn Pettod),and Phasc IV (later half of the Late Nara Pcttod。 )

i) Featurcs of thc Phascs l and II(Early Nara Period)

[ヽetttl work and lacqucr warc workshops appear to bc Conllncd largely to

the Fourtecnth Block, while 、げhat appears to be thc remains of governmcntal

omce complCx ttαqα 官衝)。CCupiCS thc Thirtccnth BIock.

The northern half of the Fourtccnth Block is divided into t、 vo clustcrs Of

rcaturcs by a fencc,  Each clustcr,one in thc north and the othcr in thc south,con‐

sists of a wcH,structurcs and a smclting furnacc.  Thc smelting furnaccs arc not

intact,InoSt Of thc Fcaturcs have bcen destroycd by pits l11lcd wvith mctal slag,and

discarded mctallurgical tools such as cruciblcs and tuycres,  WVc did, however,

discovcr fragments of thc furnacc wvall and thc wall of a pit baked by exccs―

sive heat. Thc grcat quantity of charred mttte� al associated、 vith thesc fcatures

is indicative of xnctal prOduction.

In the southcrn hal身 we diSCOVcred a thrcc―rOom building、vith tt veranda

(力
たりだ肪 庇), WhiCh WC Suspcct was a central part of this workshop complex.

Surrounding this building were numcrous structurcs.  Somc of thesc structures

may have FunctiOned as storchouscs, since thcy are supported by many morc

pillars than would typically be FOund in residcntial stmctures, and this would

sce■l to be sonslstcnt with a rclnforced superstructure.

Unhkc the casc ofthe mctal、 げorkshop,nonc of the Fcatures in the Fourtecnth

B10ck can bc dirccdy linked to lacquer ware production.  Wc, nonetheless,sus‐

pcct that such featurcs exist tO the cast of thc present lixnits of the excavation,
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bccausc artifacts rclatcd tO lacquer、 vare nre conccntrated along thc castcrn cdge

of thc excavation.

In thc Thirtccnth B10ck, 、vc havc discovercd a clustcr of architcctural re‐

mains which prcsulnably pertをun to a govcrnmental omcc complcxo  Thc center

of this building complcx consists of twO nュ 巧or structures,thc〕しlain Ha1l and Front

Hall,ヽ A〆clls,storchouscs,and opcn areas。   ¬
'ヽ

rc assume that this complex Occupicd

one or onc― half θttε 旺「
1.  It iS noteworthy that the,vholc building cOmplex faces

nOrth towards the �vorkshops of thc Fourtcenth Block, rathcr than south Ⅵ/hich

■vould be thc standぁ rd orientation.  This lcads us to suspect that the complex was

closcly linked to thc workshops, rcinforcing thc imprcssiOn of statc sponsorship.

Other important discovcries include Fcaturcs containing tttually buricd pot―

tcry,  Some pottery contained ritua1 0ttcCtS uscd for grOund― breaking ceremonics

in connectiOn �vith cOnstruction of somc structurcs,

ii) Features of the Phascs III and IV (Latc Nara Pcttod)

In thc Late Nara Pcriod,thc whole character of thc Thirtccnth and Four―

tcenth Blocks changcs, and thcsc B10cks bccomc purely residcntial.

The Thirtecnth Block is divided into the castcrn and wcstcrn sectors by a

fcnccd ancy.  The northcrn half of thc 、vcstern Sector consists Of t■vO rcsidcnccs

■vithin an area thAt corrcsponds to one sixtccnth of a block.  Thcsc rcsidcnccs

arc nCarly square in plan,、 vhich is very unusual.  The southern half Of the wcst―

crn scctOr consists of four rcsidenccs in the arca of onc thirty‐ sccond of a

b10ck,  Each residence is composed of t、 vo to thrcc buildings and a wcll.

In the Fourtcenth BIock, thc wan which formerly markcd thc southcrn

boundary of the Block 、vas torn down and rcplaced by a rcncc during thc

Latc Nara Periodo  Sialnilarly, thc■ vall dividing this BIock into the eastern and

wcstcrn sectors becamc an allcy.  Thc castcrn scctor was dividcd into four par‐

ccls of which only onc thirリ ーseCOnd of a block was alloted for rcsidences and two

parcClS Of One sixtccnth block rcsidential aHOtalncnts.  The alley only extends to

the end of northcrnmost rcsidcntial allotimcnts, rather than to the northern end

Of this Block, suggcsting that thc solc purposc of this allcy was to to provide

egrcss for thc inhabitants.  As was the casc of thc rrhirtccnth BIock,thesc onc six―

tccnth block residences arc square in plan.  �Vhilc such rcsidcnces generaHy

cOnsist of onc Iヽain Han, a wc■ , and a storc housc, onc Of the residcnccs in

this Block has th70 lヽain Hall‐ structurcs.

In addition to thc remains of rcsidcnccs,wc have discovered scveral features

containing ritually buried pottcry in thc Thirtccnth and thc southcrn half of the

Fourtcenth Blocko  Somc pottcry contains fernale aFtcrbirth,prcsumably wishing

ne、 v‐born babics a good hcalth.  Thesc fcatures are datcd to thc Latc Nara

Period 、vhen thesc Blocks wvere turncd into rcsidcntial districts.

Artifacts Discovered at the Site

The metallurgical tools,vhich have becn discovcred in the Fourtecnth Block

are particularly notcworthy for scveral rcasons.  Thc crucibles arc Of intercst

becausc most of them have bcen rcfashioncd frOm rcgular Htti W2rcs.In addi―

l A unit of area; in the Hcii5 Capital, onc σ力σ cquals onc Tsubo or Block and is roughly

16,900 squarc meters in arca;hcrcafter rcfcrrcd to as a ``block".
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tiOn,thc crucibles IIorn the rrhirtccnth Block are small.  This fact,takcn togcthcr

、vith thc discovery of unflnishcd metal belt Flttings, suggests that this ～
vorkshop

speciahzcd in the production of sma■ itc■ls, A rarc from of L― shaped tuycres

(Figs,90 and 91)is alSO WOrthy of notc.

FurthcrmOrc, a、vcll at the southcrn end of thc Thirteenth Block datcd to

thc Latc Nara Pcriodガ Clded numcrous metallurgical tools,such as iron tongs,

iron dippers,as、 vcll as largc whetstoncs,unllnished copper prOducts and a grcat

quantity oF charred matcri豊 1.  AlthOugh■vc could not dctcct clear features Of a

metal、γorkshop,■vc susPcct that such features cxist to thc south of our excavatcd

areas.

Thc artifacts associated 、vith the lacquer warc industry include discardcd

lacquer containcrs and shects of papcr soakcd in lacquer.  The lacqucr containers

are Suc ware, which have becn brokcn up to extract thc half― soLdined lacqucr

inside,indicating intensivc usc of lacqucr.  Sincc somc of thc lacqucr containcrs

were rnadc outsidc of thc Kinki rcgion,wc suspect that lacqucr was cntcing thc

Capital frOni several dilferent sourccs,  In addition,、 vc havc discovercd a bunch

of grass flbers used for the stoppcr of a containcr and Papcr uSed for the lid

of a container.  All of thesc strongly indicatc thc prcscncc of a lacqucr craft

、vorkshop.  Somc of thc papcr which has becn soakcd and prcscwcd in lacqucr

consists Of rccycled sutras, census registrations, and record of taxpaycrs' rcgistra‐

tiOns,clearly dcmonstrating act� c govcrnmcntal involvcmcnt in thc industγ .

C)thcr artifacts■vhich suggcst the nature of this site includc: woodCn tablets

with inscriptiOns,onc of which has thc charactcr Hata(秦 Efamilj・ name]),a

crown madc of lacqucrcd cloth(説
'∬

乃α ttα2漆沙冠),pん。η 富本 COins,bronze

mirrOr dccoratcd with mattnc mammals and grape �nc(んατ
'う

π″りσ海獣萄萄鏡),

roof tiles glazcd in threc co10rs,ccra4iC ink stones vヽith shecpshcad decoraion,

ccramics importcd from Silla, Korca(668-985), pottCry With inscriptions in

ink.

Nature of the Site

As was incntioncd previously, thc site covers thc Thirtccnth and Fourtccnth

B10cks of the First �Vard on the Eighth Strcet, WVcstcrn Scctor of thc Hcii5

Capitalo  lt is cvident that metal and lacqucr 、varc workshOps oCCupied the

Thirteenth Block, and a clustcr of buildings prcsumcd to be a govcrnmcntal

Ottce complex wcrc located in thc Fourtcenth Block in the Early Nara Pcriod.

In the latc Nara Pcriod, thcsc t、 vo Blocks wcrc turncd into rcsidential districts,

As we havc noted, there is gOod reason to bChcvc that thc 、vorkshops

werc undcr direct govcrnmcntal control.  Fnstottcal rccords suggcst thnt thc

wOrkshops bclongcd to the organizations such as I■ lono no Tsukasa[典 鋳司

Bcureau of Mctal Production]and Nuttbe no Tsukasa[漆 部司 BCreau of Lacqucr

WVork]under thC ①kura Shδ [ヽこinistry of Finnncc].  If thiS is indccd the casc,

the clustcr of buildings in the Fourtccnth Block arc likely to bc an adnlinistrative

facility fOr thesc workshops.

For thc rcsidcntial districts in the Late Nara Pcttod,wc have distinguished

twO classes of allotェ nentsi one sixtccnth of a block and onc thirty‐ sccond.  These

Fourtccnth and Thirtcenth Blocks arc uniquc in that thc one sixtecnth parcCl,

are squarc in plan, rathcr than thc usual hOrizontal rcctangle.  Anothcr signin―

cant discovery is thc cxistencc of onc thirty―sccond biock parccls, wvhich arc
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described in histOrical sourccs,but which had not bccn conllrmcd until thc reccnt

discovery at thc Tenth BIock, Third �Vard on Ninth Strect, the Eastern Sector

Of the Capital.  These two discovcttcs push back thc beginning dates of thc

説な

"力
α洸物ο2[四行八門]Systeml(sCe Fig。 95)to thC Latc Nara PciOd.If

indeed this is thc case, thc squarc parccl in thc arca Of onc sixtccnth Of a

block may rcpresent tvvo units of rcsidcntial a■ otl■cnts under this syste■ l rathcr

than thc usual anotlment systenl in clfect duttng thc Nara Peiod.

In gcncral,pcOple Of the lo、 vcr classcs wCre givcn smaller parccls of land to

thc out Of the Fifthヽこ可or Street,farther frOm the Hettδ  Palacc.This stand―

ard practice may not hold truc for the casc of rcsidcnccs in the Thirtcenth

and FOurteenth BIocks,  Onc factor is its closc prOxiェnity tO the Wcst rヽarkct,

which was one of two national redistttbution and tradc ccntcrs. Another factor

is the discOvery of mctallurgical artifacts datcd to the Latc Nara Pcttod. Thcrc‐

Fore,futurc rescarch should help to resolvc such qucstiOns On thc naturc of thcsc

resldences.

In conclusiOn,the mttor gain Of this series Of prttcctS iS hat wc havc ror thc

Flrst tilne grasped the nature of govcrnment controlled wOrkshoPs in thc Capital.

WVhilc thc nature of the Late Nara Pettod Features still rcmain suttcct tO further

discussion, this report, noncthclcss, providcs invaluablc data For understanding

residences duttng the Late Nara PettOd.

l Literally, `ffour coluHIns and eight gatcs systcm"; the lzlnd aHotmcnt system common in the

Hcian Capital; a square piccc of land is dividcd into aour coluHlns, and each colunn is

further divided into dght rows,thcreby creating thirty‐ two parccls oF land.
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