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Remains of the eastern corridor under excavation

Yamadadera(Jodoji)

Construction of this large temple was begun in 641
(the 13th year of Emperor Jomei's reign) by
Soga-no-Kurayamada Ishikawamaro, a cousin of
Soga-no-Iruka. It was one of the clan temples the
construction of which was then in vogue among
the various wealthy families of the time. Although
Ishikawamaro participated in the Isshi Incident
(which involved the murder of his cousin Iruka) and
was subsequently appointed Minister of the Right .
In 649 he came under suspicion for allegedly
plotting rebellion. The same year he committed
suicide in the still unfinished clan temple. He was
posthumously absolved of the earlier suspicions,
and the building of the Yamadadera was continued
with help from the imperial house and completed
in the latter half of the 7th century. The
Yamadadera had a ground plan with gate, pagoda,
golden hall and lecture hall arranged in a line from
south to north, respectively. In 1982 collapsed
structure of eastern corridor, which had been
sealed under clay layer, was excavated.
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The reconstruction of the eastern corridor with the excavated wood
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Excavated Artifacts

The eastern corridor of Yamadadera temple is a first
class academic source as a building constructed
earlier than the western buildings including the
main hall and the pagoda of Horyuji temple.
Furthermore, various artifacts that have been
unearthed, including earthenware, metal ware, roof
tiles, foundation stones and wooden tablets, are
extremely valuable for comprehending the
Buddhist culture as well as for imagining the picture
of ancient temples during the 7th century as an
entire academic resource.

Structural Members of the Eastern
Corridor

The eastern corridor is a corridor with the section of
one span between two side pillars, and is a total of
87 meters long (23 spans between 24 pillars). There
is a door opening in the middle span. As the
majority of the remaining original structural
materials were located in the space of the three
spans immediately south of the door opening,
these three spans have been restored for
presentation. The structural members located
beneath Masu (square bearing block) and Hijiki
(bracket arm) were found in a condition very close
to what they originally were. The excavated wood is
exhibited in the positions in which it was originally
used.
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