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Archaeological Site Presentation in Japan and Korea:
Focusing on Reconstructed Buildings and Layouts of Facilities

Awano Takashi

Abstract: In Japan, archaeological site presentation has been developing since the mid-1960s, along
with advances in the administration of buried cultural properties protection and the introduction
of the concept of environmental management, and utilizing a variety of means for site display such
as indicating the horizontal outlines of archaeological features, making open air displays, and
reconstructing buildings. While offering visitors a place for recreation, plans are frequently based on
the idea of having a site museum equipped for educating and learning about the historic heritage, as
well as promoting the functions of enlightenment and acceptance with regard to heritage protection.
But actual conditions of site management in Japan lack basic common principles with regard to
various aspects, such as how buildings should be reconstructed or methods for utilizing sites, or
the manner for setting up facilities for management or visitors’ convenience, so it is desirable to
review our thinking about certain basic standards. In order to analyze these problems in Japan’s
administration of cultural properties protection, this contribution assesses the current conditions of
site presentation in Korea, and in particular what kinds of approaches are taken in reconstructing
buildings and setting up various types of facilities, making a comparison of the situations of Japan
and Korea. Investigation was made mainly through interviews with departments related to cultural

properties in Japan and Korea.

Keywords: Historic sites, site presentation, reconstructing buildings, setting up of facilities,

protection zones
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