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B

Local Administrative Systems in Baekje and Japan

Asano Keisuke

Abstract: Among mokkan (wooden documents) of Baekje, two examples recovered from the
Gungnamii site in Buyeo and the Bogam-i site in Naju were examined. From an analysis of these two
items, it was inferred that Backje had systems for age classes and the contents of household registers,
and regulations such as for exemption from taxation and for the cultivation of wheat. Moreover,
these Baekje rules are thought to be similar to those of Tang China, based on the exclusion from
the age class fei (T ) of younger categories ([ and /I ), the presumed notation of land in the
household registers, the exemption from tax by degrees based on harvest conditions for that year,
and the specification of the types of fields to be used for cultivating wheat. Differences between these
rules and those of Japan are also noted. Namely, in the Japanese age system the category sha(4)is
subsumed under the age class of tei, notations of land are not often seen in household registers, there
were no regulations in the ritsuryd system for reporting on harvest conditions, nor regarding fields
planted in wheat, and so forth. While relations between Baekje and Japan are thought to have been
very close in the latter half of the seventh century, it nevertheless seems very clear that Baekje and

Japan were adopting ritsuryd codes from China independently from each other.

Keywords: Baekje, Japan, Chinese administrative system, Gungnamiji site, Bogam-ri site, age class

system, household registers, taxation, wheat
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