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Ancient Wooden Pagodas of the Korean Peninsula:
A View from Japan

Hakozaki Kazuhisa

Abstract: Based on results brought to light by the many archaeological investigations of ancient
temple sites in Korea, this contribution makes a comparative analysis of the remains of wooden
pagodas from the perspective of Japanese architectural history, and considers their superstructure.
Square wooden pagodas of Japan and Korea share the same basic podium size and pillar
arrangements, although the length of spans between pillars for wooden pagodas of Baekje is unclear.
If the architectural source for Japan’s Horydji temple is Baekje, a pagoda for which the pillar spans
are not uniform will likely be found in the future. While there are doubts, due to its small size,
about the wooden pagoda at Mangdeoksa temple in Gyeongju, which appears in the Samguk sagi
as a thirteen-story structure, taking into consideration the existence of the thirteen-story pagoda
at Japan’s Tanzan shrine, it is necessary to think positively about reconstruction as a thirteen-story
wooden pagoda. The reconstruction proposed by Kim Jeong Su is difficult to accept outright in terms
of its structure and design, but the characteristics of thirteen-story wooden pagodas need further
investigation, in order to reconstruct ancient examples.For the large and high podium of a wooden
pagoda at the Jeseoksa temple in Iksan, there is a possible parallel at the abandoned temple site at
Taga castle in Japan, although the purpose of the latter is still unclear. Octagonal wooden pagodas
centering on Goguryeo had podiums that were large in area, but envisioning the dimensions of the
building, they are inferred to have been roughly the same as one side of a square wooden pagoda.
At present, the only surviving octagonal examples are the Yingxian wooden pagoda in China and the
three-story pagoda at Anrakuji temple in Japan, but whereas the latter is thought have a structure
used for relatively small octagonal pagodas, the Yingxian example has a structure suited for a very
large-scaled wooden pagoda, so it is thought that the Goguryeo wooden pagoda sites can mostly be
reconstructed based on the Anrakuji structure. The nine-story octagonal pagoda of Japan’s Hoshoji
is thought to have the same structure as the Yingxian wooden pagoda, but for the seven-story
octagonal pagoda of Saidaiji temple, which was never completed, judgment is difficult given the age

and its scale.

Keywords: Square wooden pagodas, Mangdeoksa temple, thirteen-story pagodas, Jeseoksa temple,

octagonal pagodas
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