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The Acceptance of Buckled Belts from Tang China
on the Ancient Korean Peninsula

Nakagawa Aya

Abstract: In the Tang period, buckled belts were incorporated as part of the dress code for
government officials, and were introduced to neighboring countries along with the adoption of
the Tang administrative system. Of personal ornaments related to the system of rank, it is no
overstatement to say the only items that retain their original form are the metal fittings attached
to these belts, making them rare artifacts for glimpsing not only the diffusion of Tang culture, but
also the actual state of the dress code and the social conditions which stood as its background. The
aim of this contribution is to clarify the manner in which Tang period buckled belts were received
on the ancient Korean peninsula. As a basic task, typological classifications were conducted, based
on the structure of metal fittings used on the outer surfaces of belts, for materials recovered from
China and from the Korean peninsula. As a result of comparative analysis the following sequence
was demonstrated: the acceptance of Tang period buckled belts on the ancient Korean peninsula
began around the mid-seventh century, and at first metal fittings were made mainly of copper as
in Tang China, but from the latter half of the eighth century on iron fittings, differing from Tang
items in structure, form, and composition, gradually increased. This situation possibly reflects the
weakening of central authority of Unified Silla, and the political turmoil that attended it. Meanwhile,
comparing the situation in neighboring Japan, imitation of Tang period buckled belts was halted at
nearly the same time, and thus Tang buckled belts may be called noteworthy data for considering

the acceptance of Tang culture and its subsequent development in East Asia.

Keywords: Buckled belts, Tang China, Korean peninsula, acceptance of culture
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