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Production and Development of High Quality Textiles
of Ancient Capital Cities of Korea and Japan
- Focusing on the Costume System Establishing Time -

An, Bo-Yeon

Abstract: The costume system in the ancient East Asian cultural sphere was determined by decree,
and it was closely related to the establishment of the capital city. In general, costume is completed
by the combination of silhouette, color, and quality of the textile material. So the contents of the
costume system is determined based on these three factors. From the viewpoint of the system, it
is considered a very clear and effective way to give limitations to the kinds of dress and its colors.
In comparison, there are various kinds in textiles, so this fact is more likely to disturb the division
of high and low than the kinds of dress and color do. The items regarding textiles in the costume
system have been omitted too much or dealt with in a too complex manner. It is a very sensitive
part in the costume system, and it can be said to be a highly restricting factor to strictly classify
the kinds of textile as a system. In Korea and Japan, there are many kind of relics that were found
in ancient capital cities. Most of them are hemp cloth, which is a common cloth generally used
for costume, daily living articles, and also goods of industrial use. In contrast, high-quality textiles
such as compound weaves, twilled fabrics, fine gauze, and embroidery cloth are concentrated in
the remains such as the royal tomb of King Muyeol, Suchonli Ancient Tomb, Wangheung Temple
Site, Neungsanli, Cheonma Tomb, Bulguk Temple Seokgatap. Also in Japan, similar textiles were
found in ancient tomb remains such as Shosoin and Heijokyo. It is noteworthy that these are the
relics found in high quality authority costumes or Buddhist Relic Reliquaries such as official hats,
shoes, belts, and swords with a ring pommel. These are also the textiles' names of costume system,
which appeared in the literatures. This research is to explore the correlations of the costume system
and the production of high-quality textiles of Korea and Japan, by examining the relics found in the
remains of ancient capital cities of both countries and related literatures. And at the same time it is to

clarify an aspect of researches on ancient capital cities.

Keywords: Ancient textile, the Costume System
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