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An Wooden Tablet with Inscription on Four-Side
from Wolseong Haeja in Kyongju

Ichi Hiroki

Abstract : Recent studies of ancient wooden writing tablets in Korea shows remarkable
progress along with the publication of “Ancient Wooden Writing Tablets in Korea (G&[E o] &
fRRfEH)” and the forming of “The Korean Society of Wooden Writing Tablets (% [EAfili%#
43)”. In the wake of development of the study, the comparative study of the wooden writing
tablets in Korea and Japan is receiving increasing attention. In this paper I analyze the wooden
tablet with inscription on four-side from the Wolseong Haeja (H3§1%5) site (tablet No. 149)
that draws attention these days. An analysis on this tablet has been presented in “The
Wolseong Haeja Site: Volume II” published by Gyeong-Ju National Research Institute of
Cultural Heritage in 2006. This research has carried out overall survey of previous studies and
presented details of the material; however, this research has not remarked a decisive
conclusion but suggestions of some possibilities. In this paper we are trying to take further
understanding of this material, focusing upon the ways of writing, the forms of characters, and
the diction in the light of historical literatures not only of Korea but also of China and Japan.
This study reveals that the document of the material was a request to issue the official
document (Hf) from Dae U Chi Rung (KE41HE) to buy some papers for copying holy
scriptures, following the official order from a boss (#0). This paper analyzes only one wooden
writing tablet; however, we cannot stress enough the importance of understanding the cultural
basis shared in the East Asia to read Korean wooden writing tablets. Especially, since there are
some similarity in grammar between Korean and Japanese, the technical know-how of reading
Japanese wooden writing tablets can be adopted to read Korean materials (and vice versa)
excepting proper names and phonetic equivalents (¥ 3t). The study of both Korean and
Japanese wooden writing tablets by the researchers in Korea and Japan will lead further

understanding of them.

Keywords : Wolseong Haeja (H3¥1%5), wooden writing tablet, Hi H (request to a higher
rank person), K (official document), % (official order)
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