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Imitation and Creation of Garden Style: Spatial Design of Ancient
Gardens in Korea and Japan

Awano Takashi

Abstract : It is not reasonable to assume that the ancient landscape architects in Japan
created “Japanese style garden” with a clean slate. Not only gardening but also all creative
works must need a certain relationship to some reference examples. This is a complicated
relationship of “modeling and anti-modeling” in the process of creation including imitation of
model examples and differentiation of the counterparts. In this paper I analyze the spatial
designs of garden ponds in Korea and Japan in the Asuka and Nara periods, to discuss the
stylistic change of the garden ponds in ancient Japan in terms of two contradicting concepts of
“imitation” and “creation”. The style of the garden pond in ancient Japan changed from the
square pond in the Asuka period, through the eclectic style of the square and curving ponds in
the end of the Asuka period and beginning of the Nara period, to the curving ponds in the Nara
period. Each style was originally created by imitating the square pond in Baekje and the
curving pond in Silla. The stylistic change of the garden ponds from square to curving
occurred in the same way in Korea and Japan; however, Korea preceded Japan for about 50
years. The upper pond at the Tohin in the Heijo palace (¥ EJ@%iith) has been considered
to be a typical example of imitation since this is a miniature version of the Anab pond (JfE f&3th)
in the plan; however, this also created the technique of “miniaturization” that is an element of
originality in Japanese garden. We conclude that the creation of the upper pond at the Tohin

implies the ambiguous significance of imitation and creation.

Keywords : ancient garden, the square pond, the curved pond, the Tohin garden in the Heijo
palace (P EEFEER), the Anab pond (FEE )
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