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HKEH

The Dawn of Architectural Preservation and Restoration
in Korea and Japan

Shimizu Shigeatsu

Abstract : In this paper I examine repair works of historic buildings in the early stages in the
first half of 20" century in Korea and Japan, in the light of technicians, techniques, and ethos of
repair. In this period, the preservation of Korean historic buildings were carried out by
Japanese. I try to explain the technical difference of repair between Korea and Japan with
critical review of historical and political background. A same principle was observed in both
countries that while visible parts were restored to their original states, hidden parts were
remodeled for reinforcement; however, some inadequate fixings were observed at some
defective parts and non-wooden parts in Korean historic buildings. Other cases were observed
that stereotypical restorations were carried out ignoring variety of local styles only to lose
traditional techniques and forms. These failures were due to insufficient organization of
technicians; it is likely that exchange of opinions was not enough between architects who were
not necessary specialists of repair and limited number of expert engineers for repair.
Reinforcement by concrete was notably observed at stone building repair works, which was not
a familiar manner in Japan. This reflects the idea of technicians ahead of the time to adopt the
latest technology of reinforced concrete, and this relates to the adoption of reinforcing steel at
hidden parts in Japanese historic buildings. In this paper the comparative study of architectural
preservation and restoration in Korea and Japan reveals the difference of concepts of “hidden
parts” reflecting the characteristics of historic buildings in both countries and the difference of

perspectives on structural reinforcement.

Keywords : architectural preservation and restoration, structural reinforcement, restoration to

the original state, stone building, steel reinforcement, concrete
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