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Production and Development of Lidded Pedestaled Bowls in Ancient Japan
and Korea: Centering on Materials of the Baekje Sabi Period

Oda Yuki

Abstract: This contribution takes as its object the lidded pedestaled bowls of the Baekje Sabi pe-

riod, which have been pointed out as strongly influencing the establishment of the “ritsuryo-type
pottery style” of Ancient Japan, and conducts an analysis of its techniques of production, and then
from a comparison of materials recovered from the ancient capitals of Baekje and Silla with Japa-
nese ceramics, examines the points of commonality and difference in the adoption of lidded pedes-
taled bowls.

As a result of observations made of Sabi period lidded pedestaled bowls, it was possible to re-
construct the process of production as starting with the making of a spherical form by piling up
clay coils, and after dividing this into lid and body portions and fashioning these separately, reas-
sembling them and making finishing touches and adjustments to complete the item. This mode of
manufacture is considered to result from the maker, and those who order these items and those
who use them where they are supplied, seeing significance in “the combined shape of the body
and lid fitted together,” and the most efficient technique of production for achieving this shape
being chosen. Further, this shape of the body and lid fitted together is thought very likely to be in
imitation of the round metal bowl of Buddhist paraphernalia.

Looking at the seventh-century ceramics of Japan, Baekje, and Silla, in each case there is a tran-
sition to a composition of vessels having the lidded pedestaled bowl as main item. This is thought
related to each country adopting a common set of etiquette connected with meals in banquet and
ritual contexts deriving from China, with pedestaled dishes being placed atop trays, and eating
with chopsticks and spoons as a common set of table manners that was most likely transmitted to
and adopted by each country.

At the same time, it was found that individuality appeared in each country with respect to the
visual aspects of tableware, with “Baekje more faithfully imitating metal utensils,” “Silla applying
decoration to vessel surfaces using a stamped design,” and “Japan mixing together Haji and Sue
ware.” Thus even while adopting common styles of eating and etiquette, it is thought that each
country chose or added various elements to the shapes and compositions of tableware according

to its own logic.

Keywords: lidded pedestaled bowls, balloon technique, tableware composition, visual aspects,

comparative research
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