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Elementary Study of Diagonal Roof-end Tiles

Takayuki Seino

Abstracts: This paper examines the distribution and usage of “diagonal roof-end tiles” across
several areas of East Asia. First, I investigate the distribution of specific forms and decorations of
roof-end tiles with examples from: Korea—covering the Gyeongju area of the Unified Silla,
Balhae (Bohai) and, Goguryeo (Gaogouli); China—including Uighur and potential Tang dynasty
examples; and, Japan—excavated from later period city and palace sites of the 6th to 8th
centuries.

Second, I examine the usage of roof-end tiles within the context of previous hypotheses: (1) The
valley-tile theory states that the roof was pitched with tiles facing the valley gutters at the
entrance corner of the roof, a reference to Japanese valley-tiles; (2) The eave-corner-tile theory
states that these tiles were used near the eave-corner of a roof with strong eave warping; and, (3)
The hanged-tile theory states that the roof was reroofed at an angle to the slope of the roof,
referring to models of miniature offering buildings from Later Han Dynasty China. While each
theory has its own positive and negative points, the hanging tile theory (3) is considered here to

be most probable. However, further research and analysis is acknowledged.

Keywords: Diagonal Roof-end tiles, Unified Silla, Balhae (Bohai), Goguryeo (Gaogouli), Uighur,

Usage, Offering Miniature Buildings
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