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Inter-regional Relationships of Ceramic Technology in Premodern
East Asia: Focusing on the rotational direction of the potters’

wheel

Yoshihiro Ono

Abstracts: The potters’ wheel is a simple, fundamental, and important aspect of ceramic
production but research on its rotational direction has not received sufficient scholarly attention.
Exceptions to this are the pioneering and ground-breaking studies by Takenori Tsuda and
Tadashi Naito. The former pointed out significant regional differences between Japan, Korea, and
China, while the latter pursued the historical background of these differences. However, some
problems remain unresolved.

This paper aims to examine excavated and inherited ceramics to systematically understand the
rotational direction of the potters’ wheel in Japan, Korea and China across different time periods.
Results revealed that the rotary orientation of Satsuma-yaki—initiated by immigrant Korean
potters—was influenced by production techniques of Korean Onngi pottery, contrary to previous
studies which regarded Satsuma-yaki as different to Korean ceramic traditions. Further, Korea
gradually changed the orientation away from that used in Chinese ceramics, which might indicate

the integration between indigenous Dojil pottery and Chinese porcelain production techniques.

Keywords: The Chinese Continent, The Korean Peninsula, The Japanese archipelago, Ceramics,

Potters’ Wheel, Rotational Direction, Technological Tradidtion
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